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COVID count 
continues 
to rise 


Nursing home 
outbreak detected 


By Dalton Zbierski 
Staff Writer 


SOUTH HADLEY -—- The 
number of South Hadley res- 
idents currently afflicted with 
COVID-19 continues to rise, as 
was established during the May 
5 meeting of the Selectboard. 
Most notably, a growing out- 
break has been detected at a lo- 
cal nursing home. 

Ten elderly residents at Vero 
Health and Rehab of South Had- 
ley on Granby Road are battling 
the novel coronavirus, said Town 
Administrator Mike Sullivan on 
the evening of May 5. During 
Tuesday evening’s meeting, Sul- 
livan elaborated on the breaking 
news. 

“T informed the Selectboard 
today of an outbreak at a nursing 
home in South Hadley; it’s been 
[occurring] for the past couple of 
days. As of 5p.m. [May 5], there 


Please see COVID-19, page 8 
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SOUTH HADLEY — Live & Work at Home! 


Only $174,900 Steven MLS # 72625839 


Property - The Choice is Yours! 2 Family, 
Remodeled interior from top to bottom! Updated 
kitchens & baths, gleaming hardwood flooring 
throughout. $249,900 Steven MLS # 72599833 


SOUTH HADLEY — Rare find! Located in South 
Hadley Center within walking distance to 


Mt. Holyoke College! Cozy, yet modern with brand 


new amenities and appliances. Fully remodeled 
and move-in ready! $1,995/month 
Haseeb MLS # 72622605 


This 5 Room, 2 Bedroom Bungalow had been the 
home of Sweet Peas Tailoring for the past 28 years! 
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“Tiger-palooza” planned for summer 


South Hadley 
graduation delayed 
until August 


By Melina Bourdeau 
Staff Writer 


SOUTH HADLEY - AI- 
though it might be warmer, the 
most anticipated events of the 
year for South Hadley High 
School will still happen this year 
despite COVID-19. 

The South Hadley School 
Committee, in conjunction with 
South Hadley High School Prin- 
cipal Liz Wood and Superinten- 
dent Diana Bonneville decided 
to reschedule what the commit- 
tee began calling “tigerpalooza”’ 
— the annual graduation, prom 
and baccalaureate as a three-day 
event from August 5 though 7 in 
its meeting on Monday, May 4. 

Prom will be held on Aug. 
5; the baccalaureate will be on 
Aug. 6 and graduation will be 
on Aug. 7 at South Hadley High 
School. 

If a stay-at-home order is con- 
tinued or the event is otherwise 
not allowed due to COVID-19 
related restrictions, prom will be 
cancelled, and baccalaureate and 
graduation will occur virtually. 

In the meeting, the discus- 


sion centered around balancing 
the need to keep people safe 
during the COVID-19 pandem- 
ic and honoring the senior class 
and their families. 





“My heart goes out to 
the class of 2020. 
Students and their 

families waited 13 years 
for the culmination of 
these events, and they 
aren't able to celebrate 
in the way they 
traditionally would.” 


— South Hadley High School 
Principal Liz Wood 





Wood said her position was 
to advocate on behalf of the se- 
niors and their families, report- 
ing to the committee the results 
of a student survey showed over 
70 percent of students wanted an 
in-person graduation. The sur- 
vey had 208 responses out of a 
total of 280. 

“This is a milestone event. 
Lots of people have spent many 
of years waiting to see their child 
walk across the stage,’ Wood 
said. “It’s an honor and I feel 
like we need to have an in-per- 
son graduation whenever that 
can occur.” 


While the graduation is typ- 
ically held at Mount Holyoke 
College, the only available date 
was in July, which committee 
members felt was too soon. 

The committee weighted op- 
tions graduation including a vir- 
tual event, or an in-person grad- 
uation held in July, August or 
October. Students and families 
were surveyed based on these 
options, according to Wood. 

School Committee member 
Christine Phillips said she had 
concerns about the events in 
July. 

“T don’t know if we can have 
all these things,” she said. “If 
graduation is the most important 
thing, we can bring families to- 
gether, have the speeches and do 
that while social distancing. But 
bringing 100-something prom 
and banquet — I’m not sure if 
we'll legally be able to do that in 
July. Like you said, people have 
been waiting 13 years for this. 
This is awful.” 

School Committee Chair 
Kyle Belanger echoed the sen- 
timent, saying the choice was a 
“head and heard quandary.” 

“As much as I wish there 
was magic around the corner, 


Please see TIGER PALOZZA 
page 8 
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M. Connie Laplante Real Estate 
2 Lyman Street, South Hadley — 536-9111 
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GRANBY — Welcome Home! This charming cape 
is the one you've been waiting for, 1,996 sq ft of 


living and over 2 acres of land, open concept floor 


plan, heated pool and 3 car garage! $369,900 
Dakota MLS # 72646971 


CHICOPEE — Once in a lifetime opportunity! 
Fully rented commercial/residential building on 


Memorial Drive located in high traffic, high visibility 


area being sold with a duplex make this a home- 
run! $650,000 Joni MLS # 72595395 
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SOUTH HADLEY — This luxurious condo is a must 
see! Builder’s custom design, stunning maple flooring 
thru out, kitchen features rich cherry cabinetry, Viking 
stainless steel appliances, 2 Bedrooms, 2.5 Baths 
$270,000 Carol MLS #: 72634282 





SOUTH HADLEY — Luxury Waterfront Living! 


Garden style condo on the banks of the Connecticut 


River with your own private dock!! Spacious floor 


plan, large kitchen, master bedroom with fireplace. 


2 Bedrooms, 3.5 Baths, 2 car garage. $425,000 
Joni MLS # 72600811 
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GRANBY — Crescent Valley! Updated townhouse 
in well maintained complex is looking for a new 
owner! 2 Bedrooms, 1.5 Baths, basement has a 
large finished room. Location offers easy access 
to all area colleges and amenities. $192,500 Joni 
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SOUTH HADLEY — Commercially Zoned! 


In highly visible location, single family home with 
a detached oversized two-car garage on over an 


acre of property offers endless possibilities. 
$269,900 Joni MLS # 72615043 





MLS # 72647696 


Interest Rates are low, 
but inventory ts even lower!!! 
Now its the time to sell... 
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SOUTH HADLEY — Building Lot for Sale! 

Flat 0.46-acre lot in an established neighborhood. 

The undevelopable land behind the lot will enable 

you to enjoy your private backyard! $84,900 
Madeline MLS #: 72621442 





GRANBY — Ready to build your Dream House? 
Wonderful and open 0.94-acre lot, level and cleared. 


Property has been perked. $89,900 
Madeline MLS # 72623737 


REAL ESTATE 





VIEW OUR LISTINGS AT: ERALAPLANTE.NET OR WWW.ERA.COM 


=r: (oi ame)iicer-Mlave(-)el-Jaler-lala\vmehuial-tem-laleme)el-1e-1i-16 





Page 2 


By Dalton Zbierski 
Staff Writer 


SOUTH HADLEY - Long before a 
pandemic arrived in town, South Hadley 
Community Television (SHCTV) had read- 
ied itself for the possibility of broadcasting 
remotely. The foresight paid off; SHCTV 
has proven its worth and then some over 
the course of the past two months. 

“Tt’s definitely been a bit of a change, 
but it’s something that we had kind of 
been preparing for,’ said Studio Manag- 
er Dan Pease. “You never know what’s 
going to happen, but we had been plan- 
ning for in the case of an emergency if we 
needed to work remotely.” 

Pease credited his predecessor Bob 
Smith for the years he spent strengthening 
the station’s remote capabilities. Smith 
moved on from SHCTV last December 
and Pease, formerly his assistant, took the 
helm. 

Not long after Pease assumed the role 
of manager, South Hadley was struck by 
the COVID-19 outbreak. Pease assumed 
the responsibility of facilitating virtual 
municipal meetings and making them ac- 
cessible to the public. 

“Municipal meetings have been the 
biggest things,” he said. ““That’s what a lot 
of people want to see right now; they want 
to know what the town is doing and want 
to know what’s going on with the schools. 


TOWN Reminder 


SHCTV a readied resource 





Archive photos 


Studio Manager Dan Pease credited his predecessor Bob Smith (pictured) for the years 
he spent strengthening the station’s remote capabilities. 


It was important to get a grasp on that 
cloud type of workflow and be able to live 
stream that as well.” 

SHCT' 1s televised on Channel 15 and 
normally operates out of a studio inside 
of South Hadley High School. During the 
pandemic, however, Pease has controlled 
the station from his own basement; he 
detailed how the process of broadcasting 
meetings has evolved. 

“Tt’s very similar in the sense that 
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including offering: 


online 


safe and healthy. 


YS 413-283-9061. 


KEEPING OUR 
COMMUNITY SAFE 


As essential workers, our team members are on 
the front lines every day, helping families when 
they need it most. To support our community, 
we're finding new ways to serve you safely, 


- Planning and purchasing arrangements 


- Phone, video calls, or screen sharing 
- Electronic signature for documents 
- Livestreaming memorial services 


To the families keeping safe at home, to those 
that have to go out to work, and for everyone 
doing all they can during this uncertain time, we 
thank you. We want you to know that we, too, 
are doing all we can to keep our community 


No matter what you need, we are here to help 
- 24 hours a day, 7 days a week - today and 
always. If you have any questions, call us at 





BEERS & STORY 
FUNERAL HOMES & CREMATION SERVICE 


e 


Palmer e arr yore e South Hadley 





413-283-9061 BeersandStory.com 





we are still using the same live stream- 
ing unit that sends out the video to our 
channel,” said Pease. “Before, I would 
have a couple of cameras set up [on site] 
and would mix it and send it to the live 
stream. Now, it’s just setting up some 
laptops, making sure that everyone’s in 
the meeting and that we can hear them 
and see them.” 

Residents can access live and archived 
material on SHCTV’s website and Vimeo 
page. Pease has been encouraged by the 
uptick in viewership that he’s observed 
since the beginning of March. 

“T’ve definitely noticed a lot more 
viewers on these videos, which is great,” 
said Pease. “It’s nice to see that people 
are watching and getting engaged. This is 
helpful to give residents that weekly up- 
date when maybe in the past they would 
be in the dark or not know as much about 
what’s going on locally.” 

Pease noted that the Selectboard and 
School Committee have adapted remark- 


DO YOU 
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NOTICE 


ERRORS: Each advertiser is 
requested to check their ad- 
vertisement the first time it 
appears. This paper will not 
be responsible for more than 
one corrected insertion, nor 
will be liable for any error in 
an advertisement to a greater 
extent than the cost of the 
space occupied by the item 
in the advertisement. 


BOYDEN & 
PERRON, INC. 


41 So. Whitney St., Amherst 


413-253-7358 

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8-5:30 

Wed. til 7pm; Sat. 8-4 
www.boydenandperron.com 
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SHCTV is televised on Channel 15 and 
normally operates out of a studio inside 
of South Hadley High School. During the 
pandemic, however, Studio Manager Dan 
Pease has controlled the station from his 
own basement. 


ably well to meeting virtually, adding 
that the transition has been “seamless in 
a sense.” 

Making it clear that SHCTV is a 
“community station,’ Pease voiced opti- 
mism that residents will continue to con- 
tribute content, as was the case following 
the March 31 teacher’s parade. 

In the coming weeks, more material 
will be uploaded to SHCTV’s website and 
Vimeo page. Formal events such as Annu- 
al Town Meeting will air next month, as 
will content pertaining to yoga and LEGO 
building. 

While there is nothing fortunate about 
a pandemic, South Hadley is lucky that it 
struck home during the technological age. 
Decades ago, it may have been difficult 
for town officials to conduct formal meet- 
ings from a distance. 

“T can’t even imagine what position 
we would be in 20 years ago,” said Pease. 
“I don’t know how they would handle 
it. There would be some awkward inter- 
actions in buildings. We’d probably see 
people try to hold meetings and have 
everybody spread out awkwardly, but I 
imagine that they would still keep it going 
somehow.” 


Dalton Zbierski is a staff writer and 
can be reached at Dzbierski@turley.com. 


AFFORDABLE DENTISTRY IS HERE! 


* Preventative & Restorative Care * Cosmetic & Implant Dentistry 


* State of the Art Laser Dentistry 


HOLYOKE DENTAL ASSOCIATES 


610 South Street, Holyoke, MA (Convenient to 91 and 391) 


Call for Appointment Mon.-Fri. 


413-533-8378 


www.holyokedentalassociates.com 


* Badri Z. DeblanD.M.D, » John P, Griffin, D.D.S. 
® Louis A. Rigali D.D.S. * Robert J. + pe D.M.D. 


Cara M. Seidel, D.M.D 
Care Credit Financing Available ond 
Most Credit Cards ond Dental Plans Accepted 


Support the local 
businesses that 
support your 
local newspaper. 
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saw their ad in the 
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Miother’s Day is Sunday, May 10th! 
| Dickinson Farms & Greenhouse 


We are the Growers! Get Your Plants From the Source 
With Over 70 Years of Growing Experience! 


e Hanging Baskets « Rose Bushes ¢ Gorgeous Geraniums 
e Annuals ¢ Perennials ¢ Vegetable Plants e Memorial Day Pots « Mandevillas 
e Pottery & Fountains ¢ Potting Soil 


Largest Selection of “Proven Winners” in the Area! 


Route 202, East Street, Granby 
413-467-3794 


~ Family Owned & Operated ~ 


Open: 
8am-/pm 


Most Major 
Credit Cards Accepted 
Sorry No Checks 
Gift Certificates Available 


May 8, 2020 


Construction on dog park awaits 


By Dalton Zbierski 
Staff Writer 


SOUTH HADLEY - In South Had- 
ley, people aren’t the only ones anxiously 
awaiting a return to normalcy. Residential 
canines also have a reason to be optimis- 
tic. When the lockdown ends, construction 
will begin on the town’s first dog park. 

“Basically, we're ready to break 
ground,” said Jen Cullen, a Friends of the 
South Hadley Dog Park board member. 
“We’re in the construction phase; every- 
thing has been signed off and is ready to 
go. The construction company that we’re 
working with is deemed non-essential so 
they can’t do the work physically right 
now, but once they’re back up and going, 
it should start right away.” 

After years spent lobbying for the 
implementation of the park, the friends 
inched closer to achieving the dream in 
2019. With funds from the Stanton Foun- 
dation secured, the park will be built along 
Mulligan Drive in relative proximity to 
Ledges Golf Club. 

The site will cover approximately two 
acres and include separate play areas for 
large and small dogs. It will also feature 
12 parking spaces and be ADA accessible. 

“The original estimates were that we 
should have a park a few months once the 
[construction company] re-opens. I hav- 
en’t heard anything different from that so 
I’m thinking that we’ll still have an open 
dog park for the summer,” said Cullen. 

The friends have pledged to cover 
maintenance costs when the facility opens. 
Cullen noted that the group has accumu- 
lated enough funds to support maintenance 
for several years. 

Unfortunately, no set date has been 
named for the park’s official opening. Re- 
gardless of when that is, the town mandat- 
ed that celebratory festivities be delayed. 

“We probably won’t be able to do any 
sort of grand opening celebration,” said 
Cullen. “Once the park was complete, we 
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(Left to right) Brenda Mathieu, President of the Friends of the South Hadley Dog Park, 
takes notes as Jeff Squire, Landscape Architect for Berkshire design Group, Inc., 


discusses project blueprints in Oct. 2019. 


had a lot of ideas around a grand opening 
and we’re going to have to try to figure out 
what that means just based on not being 
able to gather in groups and what not.” 

In the interim, the friends are focused 

n “starting the construction process and 
continuing to do our outreach and fund- 
raising,” said Cullen, who thanked the 
town for having “handled” negotiations 
with the Stanton Foundation, a private en- 
tity created by the late Dr. Frank Stanton 
that endeavors to support canine health and 
welfare. 

While the friends are looking forward 
to the park’s eventual opening, they are not 
rushing the process. Cullen conveyed the 
group’s understanding that the pandemic 
must first be dealt with. 

“You have to put it into perspective,” 
she said. “There’s a lot more things to 
worry about right now than starting the 


Counting Turtles 


SOUTH HADLEY — Community 
members have been on the hunt for 
the ever-evasive Turley the Turtle 
in the pages of Turley Publications 
newspapers. 

This week there were the fol- 
lowing guesses for how many times 
Turley appeared in the May 1, 2020 
edition of the Jown Reminder: 


Camille A. Lytwyn and Steve 

Lytwyn counted 10 _ turtles. 
Katie Marcinowski counted nine 

turtles. 

In the April 24, 2020 edition of 
the Town Reminder: 

Steven W. Lytwyn counted nine 
turtles. 

Alex Komer counted 11 turtles. 


Lost a loved one... 


Let us help you create a lasting memory 


« wes Hadley MA « A13- 537- 0197 
www.scottmonuments.com 
~ scottmonuments@gmail.com _ 


Home Improvement Specials 
Premium Grade Railroad Ties 
$24 ea, or 20 for $400 


8x40” Wood Grain Porcelain Tile 
5 color choices @ $1.49/sqft 


24x48" Jumbo Porcelain Tile 
3 choices @ $1.49/saqft 


2x6"x12' Alaskan Yellow Cedar 


Extra-knotty grade 


Great for raised garden beds 


$27 ea 


Flat Markers - Cemetery Monuments « Granite Benches 
Quality Monuments at Guaranteed Lowest Prices 


South Hadley, MA ¢ 413-537-0197 
www.scottmonuments.com ¢ scottmonuments@gmail.com 


Our 
advertisers 
make this 
publication 
possible. 
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James Hardie Cement Shakes 


$195/square 


3 colors to choose from 


AIMS Londo t 2S 


cnvenionlly Socated on Sieute 32 in Attiol 


nent 249-2206 
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construction of the dog park. A lot of us 
have worked really hard to get this to go 
through, but in the bigger picture of things, 
it will happen in time. I think that as much 
as people were disappointed, people rec- 
ognize the bigger picture. The dog park 
takes lower priority to that.” 

For Cullen and her peers, patience is 
the key. When the time is right, the dog 
park will be quickly constructed; it should 
soon be occupied by dogs of all breeds. 

“T think that we’re going to have anoth- 
er huge influx of new puppy owners that 
are going to need a place to bring their 
dogs to get some of their puppy energy out. 
They probably haven’t had any place to go 
and do training with them or anything like 
that; not just people who are longtime dog 
owners and are interested in the park but 
all the new dog owners will be a new group 
of people who are interested in the park.” 
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CLUES ACROSS 

1. Curved symmetrical 
structure 

5. One’s partner in 
marriage 

11. Male admirer 

12. Spend in a period of 
dormancy 

16. Popular Easter meal 

17. Doc 

18. Bearing a heavy load 

19. Gratitude 

24. The Mount Rushmore 
State 

20. Driving 

26. Girl 

27. British thermal unit 

28. Makes a mistake 

29. A defined length of time 

30. Lions do it 

31. Large quantities 

33. Become less intense 

34, Famed peninsula 

38. Emerges 


40. Dance style 

43. Drove 

44, Measures speed of an 
engine (abbr.) 

45. Yankee hero Bucky 

49. Midway between west 
and northwest 

50. Monetary unit of 
Samoa 

51. Makes clothing 

53. spielberg’s alien 

54. Agreeable to the taste 

56. Injury treatment 
protocol 

58. Cools your house 

99. Imaginary line 

60. New convert 

63. Some do it to their 
windows 

64. Wore away 

65. Work units 


CLUES DOWN 
1. Remove body tissue 
2. Harvester 
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Jeff Squire, Landscape Architect for 
Berkshire Design Group, Inc., outlines a 
blueprint of the projected dog park last 
October. 





Jeff Squire of Berkshire Design Group, 
Inc., passionately interprets his 
blueprints to members of the Friends 

of the South Hadley Dog Park on Oct. 1 
last year inside the Meeting Room of the 
South Hadley Public Library. 


In the meantime, the friends are ac- 
tively looking for more people to get 
involved. Cullen noted that more infor- 
mation can be found online at southhad- 
leydogpark.org. 


Dalton Zbierski is a Staff Writer and 
can be reached at dzbierski@ turley.com. 
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3. Roadside living quarters 36. Ina different, more 
4. Excessive self- positive way 
confidence 37.A place for sleeping 
5. Lapp 38. Blood type 
6. Bicycled 40. Syrian news agency 
7. Entrance to a passage (abbr.) 
8. Western U.S. state 41.A salt or ester of acetic 
9. Grain towers acid 
10. “Westworld” actress 42. Millihenry 
Rachel Wood 44, Populous Israeli city 
13. Commercial __ Aviv 
14. One who left a will 45. Widen 
15. Makes it through 46. Magical potion 
20. Within (prefix) 47. Acknowledging 
21. Sea patrol (abbr.) 48. Private romantic 
22. Cigarettes (slang) rendezvous 
23. A doctrine 50. Cavalry sword 
27. Constrictor snakes 51. Terabyte 
29. Atomic #73 52. Artificial intelligence 
30. Baseball stat 54. Bullfighting maneuver 
31. Female sibling 50. Breezed through 
32. A soft gray metal (abbr.) 57. Santa says it three 
33. Southern constellation times 
34. Belgian city 61. and behold 


39. Rare Hawaiian geese 35. Go in again 62. 36 inches (abbr.) 


Answers on page 12 


Reminder 


Hours: Monday-Friday 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
Saturday 8:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 
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Executive Director of Christopher Heights of Belchertown, Dale 
Proulx moved into the senior living facility during its quarantine to 
support the staff, residents and families. 


By Melina Bourdeau 
Staff Report 


BELCHERTOWN -— Facing 
the task of quarantining, Exec- 
utive Director of Christopher 
Heights of Belchertown Dale 
Proulx moved in on the April 8 
to be supportive to the staff, res- 
idents and their families when 
cases of COVID-19 were found 
at the senior living facility. 

Nominated by a colleague, 


Thank you from 


s ates MA ¢ 413-537- o1g7 § 
www.scottmonuments.com 
scottmonuments@gmail. com 


South Hadley, MA 
413-537-0197 


scottmonuments@gmail.com 


Director of Marketing/Admis- 
sions at the facility, Lorna Stone. 

“During this COVID-19 pan- 
demic, Dale has been the one 
constant here at Christopher 
Heights,” Stone said. “He has a 
sense of how hard it is to be quar- 
antined and isolated from his 
family and friends. He is a new 
grandfather and cannot hold, 
touch or see his granddaughter 
since this has happened, to pro- 
tect his family. It has been very 


www.scottmonuments.com 
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hard on him.” 

Proulx and Stone 
in their respective positions at 
Christopher Heights three weeks 
apart from one another and have 
been working together for five 
years. 

Stone said Proulx has 
demonstrated his ability to be 
compassionate and kind during 
adversity. 

“Dale and his daughter, Liz, 
were at the epicenter of the Hai- 
ti’s earthquake in 2010,” Stone 
said. “They survived a natural 
disaster. He helped many people 
that were in life threatening situ- 
ations. There were a lot of heroes 
that day!” 

Similarly, Proulx said there 
are a lot of heroes in Belcher- 
town, crediting first respond- 
ers, the Belchertown Board of 
Health, families and the resi- 
dents and staff at Christopher 
Heights. 

“We’ve received so much 
support here — we appreciate 
all of the essential workers, in- 
cluding the first responders, who 
supported us during the 15-day 


started 


Thank you from all of us at 


VERYL'S 


644 Newton Street, South Hadley, MA 


413-536-0794 


www.verylsautomotive.com 


OMETOWN 


quarantine,” he said. “It’s been a 
real hardship on people and their 
families.” 

He said on the difficulties he 
faced during the quarantine was 
the inability to see his family. 

“Going 15 days with no con- 
tact with any other person, or 
staying six feet away from them, 
you take for granted the ability 
to shake a person’s hand or give 
someone a hug,’ Proulx said. “It 
can feel very isolating.” 

The facility ended its quaran- 
tine a couple of weeks ago, but 
no visitors aside from essential 
or medical personnel are permit- 
ted into the building. 

Due to COVID-19, the facil- 
ity had to switch from a “social 
housing model” to a “medical 
model” fairly quickly, however 
Stone said Proulx faced the chal- 
lenge head on. 

“His favorite expression that 
he learned at a young age in the 
Army, ‘Improvise, Adapt and 
Overcome!’” she said. “He has 
used this during this pandemic. 
He combats adversity through 
spirituality, strength and cour- 


AUTOMOTIVE 
SERVICES, INC. 
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Dale 
Proulx 


age. He has much admiration 
and devotion to take care of 
his community at Christopher 
Heights of Belchertown.” 

People are required to wear 
masks and sanitize frequently, 
and incoming personnel have to 
get their temperatures checked. 

“There have been a lot of 
transitions almost overnight, but 
now we’ve settled into this new 
normal,” Proulx said. 

Proulx said while he is com- 
mitted to do whatever it takes to 
keep people safe during the pan- 
demic, he heavily relies on the 
team of people not only at Chris- 
topher Heights, but the greater 
community. 

“T feel like I shouldn’t be 
singled out here,” he said “This 
situation has shown me how ap- 
preciative I am to work for this 
company, with these people and 
in this community. It’s been the 
most challenging and the most 
rewarding experience. When 
faced with this adversity you can 
see people’s resiliency — from 
the residents and their families 
to the company as a whole.” 


Thank You 
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Thank You — All of Us 
Ju binville in Group 


413-538-8293 ¢ Fax: 413-538-5970 


140 West State Street, Route 202 
Granby, MA e (413) 467-7979 


Thank You from all of us at 


LIQUOR TOWN 


BEER, WINE & SPIRITS 


506 Granby Rd., Rt. 202 
South Hadley, MA 
413 409-8125 


STAY 
SAFE! 


21 Lyman Street, South Hadley, MA 
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AMHERST FARMERS SUPPLY 
320 South Pleasant St., Amherst, MA 
413-253-3436 ¢ amherstfarmerssupply.com 


39 Lamb Street, South Hadley 
email: info@jubinville.com ¢ www.jubinville.com 
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By Dalton Zbierski 
Staff Writer 


SOUTH HADLEY — A new commis- 
sion is in town and plans to make a dif- 
ference. On April 29, the Commission on 
Disabilities assembled for the first time 
and made it resoundingly clear that much 
is to be accomplished. 

The five-person team consists of 
members Johnstone Campbell, Lawrence 
Dubois, Susan Dunderdale, Jamie Mazur 
and Tay Silveira. Chosen only after the 
completion of a lengthy application pro- 
cess, each member was sworn in by Town 
Clerk Carlene Hamlin during the April 29 
virtual meeting. 

The function of a disabilities commis- 
sion is to “advise and assist municipal 
officials in ensuring compliance with fed- 
eral and state disability laws; review pol- 
icies and activities of municipal depart- 
ments and boards as they affect persons 
with disabilities; provide information, re- 
ferral, advocacy and technical assistance 
to individuals, businesses and organiza- 
tions in all matters pertaining to disabil- 
ity; and coordinate the activities of other 
local groups organized to meet the needs 
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of persons with disabilities,’ according to 
the Disability Commission’s page on the 
South Hadley website. 

“Just by the nature of living my life 
with a disability for most of my years, 
I’ve always known that you have to be an 
advocate,” said Dunderdale, a recently re- 
tired speech pathologist. “Some days you 
don’t feel like [enduring] the struggle, but 
most days it’s very important to engage in 
the struggle and educate and raise aware- 
ness.” 

Campbell, formerly a member of 
Easthampton’s Commission on Disabili- 
ties, is a retired professor. Long before his 
tenure at the University of Massachusetts 
Amherst, Campbell became acquainted 
with what it meant to be disabled. 

“T became aware of disabilities and 
handicaps when [I met a fellow in the 
eighth-grade who was born blind,’ he 
said. “We ended up going to high school 
together and to college together. I was in- 
troduced to a whole variety of things just 
by being his buddy.” 

During adulthood, Campbell devel- 
oped physical disabilities that were wors- 
ened by a hiking accident. At UMass, he 
helped to establish the school’s Disability 


Disabilities Commission to make a difference 


Services unit; his observations in Amherst 
left a lasting impression. 

“At a big school like UMass, you meet 
all kinds of people. If you pay attention to 
your students, there’s lots of people with 
physical or learning disabilities. What 
seem to be really [easy tasks] to some of 
us are really contentious things for oth- 
ers,” said Campbell. 

Mazur is epileptic and works as a spe- 
cial education teacher. She explained that 
her family is the driving force behind her 
decision to participate. 

“Technically, I have a disability; you 
just can’t see it,’ Mazur said. “My hus- 
band also has a disability, and my son is 
five-years-old and already delayed. He’s 
been delayed his whole life. We’ll see 
how that develops; he could end up hav- 
ing dyslexia.” 

Silveira, a graduate of South Hadley 
High School and Mount Holyoke College, 
suffers from chronic illnesses that culmi- 
nated in significant physical disabilities. 

A 2016 brain injury left Silveira 
housebound for several years. A cranial 
cervical fusion resulted in her spine and 
head being fused together; Silveira stated 
why she joined the group. 


South Hadley libraries update 


SOUTH HADLEY - Staff at the 
South Hadley Public and Gaylord Me- 
morial libraries are looking forward to 
the day it can open its doors to the public 
again. 

Library staff are available by email 
and Facebook messenger to offer support 
and answer questions Monday through 
Friday from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Email ad- 
dresses can be found on the website or 
message us via its Facebook page. 

Until then, here are some updates for 
this month: 


Extended deadlines 

All items checked out of the library 
have had their due dates extended to 
July 1. No items are currently due, and 
no overdue fines will be charged at this 
time. People are encouraged to keep 
their library items at home until the li- 
brary opens again. 


Youth projects 
The library’s youth staff have been 
creating video craft projects for young- 
est patrons. These videos are posted 


weekly at times we normally would 
hold preschool programs like story time 
and rhyme time. 


Preschool program 

The Wednesday morning preschool 
playgroup, presented by the Collabo- 
rative for Educational Services’ South 
Hadley Coordinated Family and 
Community Engagement Communi- 
ty, is now streamed live on Facebook 
each Wednesday morning at 10 a.m. 
You'll find more information on the 
events listing on the SHPL Facebook 


page. 


Expanded services 

The library updated access to stream- 
ing services Acorn TV (British televi- 
sion and film), The Great Courses (col- 
lege lectures), IndieFlix (independent 
films), Stingray Qello (music concerts), 
Pongalo (Spanish novelas), ACT/SAT 
Test Prep, and Learn It Live (wellness 
and personal development). Visit https:// 
southhadleyma.rbdigital.com/ and cre- 
ate a free account! 


Summer reading program 

Library staff are busy planning its 
2020 Summer Library Program. While it 
may look different than past years, the 
library is developing a variety of pro- 
grams and activities for all ages, toddlers 
through seniors. 


Ebooks 

Our Library eBooks & Audio- 
books digital catalog has added 10 
new digital magazines: Allure, Bill- 
board, Bon Appetit, Conde Nast 
Traveler, Foreign Affairs, Rolling 
Stone, The Economist, The Holly- 
wood Reporter, The New Yorker and 
The Pioneer Woman. 


U.S. Census 

Complete the US Census from 
home! As a census partner, the library 
greatly encourages everyone to complete 
the US Census so that the community is 
fully counted and eligible for a fair share 
of federal aid, assistance and represen- 
tation. 


Town of South Hadley spring 2020 
yard waste collection schedule 


SOUTH HADLEY —- The Town of 


South Hadley is happy to announce that 
curbside yard waste collection has been 
scheduled. 

Through coordination between the 
Department of Public Works and Re- 
public Services during these unprece- 
dented times, curbside yard waste col- 
lection will begin on Monday, May 18 
and will take place on residents’ normal 
collection day. 

Residents are encouraged to take 
advantage of this service on their desig- 
nated collection day. At the time of this 


release, the compost area at the DPW 


remains closed. 
The town is working diligently to 
formulate a plan to re-open the com- 


post area. When the compost area and 


other town facilities re-open, residents 


will be asked to only use them as a last 


facebook. 





resort and continue to adhere to social 
distancing. 

The curbside yard waste collection 
schedule is as follows: 

Monday, May 18 to Friday May 22 
(routes #9, 10, 1, 2 and 3) 

Tuesday May 26 to Saturday May 
30 (routes #4, 5, 6, 7 and 8). 

Please be aware of these notes and 
restrictions: 

Yard waste collection will take place 
on your normal trash / recycling collec- 
tion day. Each route will have only one 
collection. Must be curbside by 7 a.m. 
on your collection day. 

Paper bags or open top containers 
only, please keep yard waste barrels 
apart from trash and recycling contain- 
ers. Leaves, grass and brush only. 

Brush must be tied in bundles (no 
metal) of not more than four lengths. 


No plastic bags or loose material 
will be collected. 

No trees, stumps, dirt, sand, rocks, 
asphalt, bricks, concrete or yard orna- 
ments will be picked up. 


For more information contact: 
Town of South Hadley — 
Department of Public Works 
Chris Bouchard, 

DPW Director 

10 Industrial Drive 

South Hadley, MA 01075, 
413-538-5033 

cbouchard @southhadleyma.gov 


Kevin Quesnel, 

Solid Waste Coordinator 
kquesnel @southhadleyma.gov 
10 Industrial Drive 

South Hadley, MA 01075 





The Town Reminder is on Facebook. 
Log on today and follow us. 
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“Sometimes, we find that society isn’t 
always prepared for us. We’re here to kind 
of just work on that. This commission is 
very important to me,” she said. 

Dubois uses a wheelchair and enjoyed 
a long career developing on diagnostic ul- 
trasounds with Phillips Medical Systems. 
Prior to that, he worked on radars for the 
U.S. Navy. 

By joining the commission, Dubious 
hopes to aid his wife, who also suffers 
from a disability. As one of the founding 
members of the South Hadley Communi- 
ty Garden and a member of several other 
prevalent committees, Dubious plans to 
give back further to the town by serving 
on the commission. 

Town Administrator Mike Sullivan 
also participated in the April 29 meeting. 
He was moved to tears by the accounts 
shared by each commission member. 

“Td like to tell you that in your pres- 
ence I feel really inadequate,’ said Sulli- 
van. “Your stories touch my heart. Thank 
you so much; the town of South Hadley 
appreciates you serving.” 


Dalton Zbierski is a staff writer and can 
be reached at dzbierski@ turley.com. 


Fire District 
No. 2 water 
quality available 


SOUTH HADLEY - Wondering about 
water quality in South Hadley District 
No.2? 

Visit: https://www.shdistrict2.org/ 
sites/shmafiredistrict2/files/uploads/wa- 
ter_quality_reports.pdf 

to view your annual water quality re- 
port and learn more about drinking water. 

This report contains important infor- 
mation about the source and quality of 
drinking water. If you would like a paper 
copy of the 2019 Annual Water Quality 
Report mailed to your home, call 413- 
532-9210. 


South Hadley 
Fire District No. 
1 delays annual 
district meeting 


SOUTH HADLEY - At its meeting 
of April 16, the Prudential Committee 
of South Hadley Fire District 1 voted 
to delay its Annual District Meeting to 
Wednesday, June 24 at a time and place to 
be determined. 

This decision was made as a result of 
the current Massachusetts health emer- 
gency brought about by the COVID-19 
pandemic. In the event that the Annual 
Meeting cannot be held by that date, the 
meeting could be further delayed. 

As is the case with most other agencies 
and municipalities, the district has estab- 
lished an online platform for conducting 
virtual meetings. 

Instructions and a link to attend all 
District committee meetings are available 
at www.shdistrict1.org. 

Any questions can be directed to the 
District Clerk/Treasurer’s Office by call- 
ing 413.538.9044 or by emailing tfleury @ 
shdistrict1l.org. 


Support the local 
businesses that support 
your local newspaper. 
Let them know you 
saw their ad in the 
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SOCIAL SECURITY MATTERS 


Can my husband 
get a spouse benefit 
from me? 


By Russell Gloor 
Guest columnist 


Dear Rusty: I’m wondering if my husband 
can submit a “restricted application for spousal 
benefits only.’ He is 76-years-old, has been re- 
ceiving his benefit since 2005. His present ben- 
efit is $263.50. I am 74-years-old, receiving my 
benefit since 2007. My present benefit is $931. 
Am I to understand that he could be receiv- 
ing half of my amount rather than his smaller 
amount? Signed: Inquiring Wife 

Dear Inquiring Wife: Your husband isn’t eli- 
gible to file a “restricted application for spousal 
benefits only” because he is already collecting 
his own Social Security benefits and because he 
is past 70 years of age. But he should probably 
be receiving a spousal benefit from you because 
his benefit is so much lower than yours. From 
what you’ve written, you both claimed your So- 
cial Security benefits when you were 62 years 
of age. That means you both took a 25 percent 
cut in benefits from what you would have got- 
ten at your full retirement age of 66. 

Spousal benefits are based upon FRA bene- 
fit amounts, even if you claimed benefits earlier. 
So, since your FRA benefit amount would have 
been about $1,164 and your husband’s FRA 
benefit would have been about $330, by my 
calculations he should now be receiving a spou- 
sal benefit of about $516 instead of his benefit 
of $263.50. The computation for that is: Take 
half of your FRA benefit amount ($582) minus 
your husband’s FRA benefit amount ($330); the 
difference ($252) is added to his own current 
benefit ($264) to get $516 as his possible spou- 
sal benefit (note the actual numbers from Social 
Security may vary somewhat). This probably 
means that when you claimed your benefit two 
years after your husband claimed his, your hus- 
band didn’t apply for his spousal benefit (and 
it wasn’t awarded automatically by Social Se- 
curity). 

I suggest your husband contact Social Secu- 
rity as soon as possible and make an appoint- 
ment to apply for his spousal benefits. Since he 
has been entitled to that benefit for some time 
now, he can also request six months of retro- 
active spousal benefits which they will pay in 
a lump-sum and adjust his monthly benefit to 
what he is entitled to as your spouse. There is 
also a possibility that, when you filed, Social 
Security failed to notify your husband he was 
eligible for a spouse benefit, in which case he 
may be able to collect his spouse benefit back 
to the date he became eligible. Your husband 
should contact Social Security directly at either 
1-800-772-1213, or at your local office (find it 
at www.ssa.gov/locator) to make an appoint- 
ment to apply for his spousal benefit from you. 
And, usually, this application can be accom- 
plished over the phone. 

Please note that all of the above assumes 
that your husband’s current benefit isn’t being 
reduced due to a non-covered pension which 
causes the Windfall Elimination Provision to 
lower his benefit amount, and which would 
cause the Government Pension Offset to se- 
verely alter, or even eliminate, his spousal ben- 
efit. 

This article is intended for information 
purposes only and does not represent legal or 
financial guidance. It presents the opinions 
and interpretations of the AMAC Foundation’s 
staff, trained and accredited by the National 
Social Security Association. NSSA and the 
AMAC Foundation and its staff are not affil- 
1ated with or endorsed by the Social Securi- 
ty Administration or any other governmental 
entity. To submit a question, visit our website 
(amacfoundation.org/programs/social-securi- 
ty-advisory) or email us at ssadvisor@amac- 
foundation.org. 


Russell Gloor is a Social Security advisor 
for AMAC. 
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Why | think of asparagus on Mother’s Day 


got asparagus crowns for 

Mother’s Day! When I think 
back I laugh on the inside think- 
ing of just how perfect a gift it 
was. Some women get jewel- 
ry and I get asparagus. Good 
thing my husband knows that 
I wouldn’t have wanted it any 
other way. Just yesterday we 
walked around the yard and 
remarked at the tiny spears 
popping up; it was honestly a 
very nice memory associated 
with a special day. In the event 


I: was four years ago that I 






re. Me 


IN THE 
GARDEN 


ommends planting the crowns 
in trenches 8 to 10 inches deep. 
It is helpful to incorporate ad- 
ditional lime and bone meal 
thoroughly into the bottom of 
the planting furrow. Set plants 
on small mounds of soil 12 to 
18 inches apart in the row and 
cover with 2 inches of soil. As 
the spears poke through this 
first layer of soil and begin to 
fern out, gradually fill in the 
trench with a mixture of soil 
and finished compost. It should 
take six weeks for the furrow to 


r 
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you are the lucky recipient of 
asparagus crowns this Sun- 
day, or if you are simply in the 
market to install a bed of this vegetable, 
read on. 

Once asparagus is planted it will return, 
season after season for many years, per- 
haps 20 or more. Keep this in mind when 
choosing the location of your asparagus 
patch...you may have to live with your de- 
cision a long time. Some gardeners prefer 
to prepare a site separate from the vegeta- 
ble garden while others locate it within the 
main gardening space. Each has its pros 
and cons. With the later approach, the bed 
can be inspected during the entire growing 
season, not only when the plants are pro- 
ductive. If you take this approach keep in 
mind that the ferny foliage gets quite tall 
by summer, so site it in the northern most 
row of the garden so that it won’t shade out 
other plants. By planting the asparagus in a 
separate location you can also better cater 
to the plants’ unique needs. 

In order to thrive, asparagus plants re- 
quire full sun, fertile soil, a neutral pH, and 
a weed-free bed. If time allows prepare the 
site in the fall prior to spring planting by 
removing the sod from grassy areas and by 
making the necessary adjustments to the 
soil with the addition of lime and balanced 
organic fertilizers. A soil test will deter- 
mine accurate amounts for your site. 

Once asparagus crowns have been pur- 
chased you shouldn’t wait too long to plant 
them or they will dry out. At first look, the 
roots look like fleshy white tentacles of 
an octopus radiating out from its head! If 
planting ASAP is unlikely store them in 
moist sphagnum moss until you are able to 
get them in the ground. New advice rec- 


Roberta McQuaid 


be completely filled in. Water 
regularly and topdress with fer- 
tilizer in August of the first year 
and every spring thereafter. A thick appli- 
cation of compost at this time will also en- 
hance fertility, while liming annually will 
help keep the pH neutral. 

New studies indicate that spears can be 
harvested for a week long period the year 
after planting. Simply cut with a sharp 
knife at the soil surface. The following year 
expand your harvest to four weeks; by year 
three a full harvest season of eight weeks 
is possible. After harvest let the foliage 
grow, once winter killed it can be cut back 
and removed from the garden site in case 
it harbors insect eggs. Good hygiene and 
hand picking will reduce populations of the 
asparagus beetle and other culprits of the 
asparagus patch. 

My husband lovingly broke his back 
helping me clear the sod and remove the 
stones, shall I say boulders, from the area 
destined to be the asparagus patch. Maybe 
by Sunday the spears will be tall enough 
to harvest, that would be neat, indeed. And 
what about this year’s gift? Well along the 
same theme I have a project up my sleeve. 
A new picket fence perhaps! 

Here’s wishing everyone out there a 
Happy Mother’s Day! 


Roberta McQuaid graduated from the 
Stockbridge School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. For the last 
28 years, she has held the position of staff 
horticulturalist at Old Sturbridge Village. 
She enjoys growing food as well as flowers. 
Have a question for her? Email it to ekenne- 
dy @turley.com with “Gardening Question” 
in the subject line. 
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A QUOTE 
of NOTE 


66 Pye definitely 


noticed a lot more 
viewers on these 
videos, which is great. 
It’s nice to see that 
people are watching 
and getting engaged. 
This is helpful to give 
residents that weekly 
update when maybe in 
the past they would be 
in the dark or not know 
as much about what’s 
going on locally. 9 9 


— South Hadley Community 
Television Studio Manager 
Dan Pease in the story 
SHCTV a readied resource 





OPINION PAGE/ 
LETTERS POLICY 


Letters to the Editor 
have a maximum of 350 
words. We require writers 
to include their name, ad- 
dress and phone number in 
order for our office to au- 
thenticate authorship prior 
to publication. Addresses 
and phone numbers are not 
published. 

Unsigned or anony- 
mous letters will NOT be 
published. 

We reserve the right 
to edit or withhold any 
submissions. Libelous, un- 
substantiated allegations, 
personal attacks or def- 
amation of character are 
not allowed. Deadline for 
submissions is Wednesday 
at noon. 

Please email  (pre- 
ferred) letters to town- 
reminder @turley.com. 
Mailed letters can be sent 
to Town Reminder, 24 
Water Street, Palmer, MA 
01069. 
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In My Backyard 


Paula Ouimette, the author’s daughter, drew this sandhill 
crane. 


Massachusetts Audubon Society reported two 
sandhill cranes in a field in Ashfield. 

The sandhill crane is a heron-like bird that is about 
45 inches long. It has a dark, red patch on its forehead. 
The feathers are gray with some rusty-colored ones on 
its back and wings. Preening its feathers with iron-lad- 
en mud possibly causes this. 

Sandhill cranes form large flocks in winter and 
during migration. Courtship displays are often seen 
during migration and involve graceful leaps off the 
ground as if dancing. Sandhill cranes summer on prai- 
ries and tundra. In winter, they feed on agricultural 
fields. 

West Brookfield birds 

A West Brookfield resident said she had “yellow” 
goldfinches, bluebirds, cardinals, red-winged black- 
birds, blue jays and lots of woodpeckers. She has a 
sanctuary in her backyard. She said she also saw a 
fisher cat under her window and it took one of her 
chickens. She wanted to warn residents to keep their 
cats indoors due to the fisher cats. She also has a fox 
with kits. 

Barre birds 

A Barre couple took a walk and saw a flock of 
red-winged blackbirds at the swampy area on Gilbert 
Road not too far from the intersection of Gilbert and 
Phillipston Roads. She said, “They were beautiful. I 
had not seen a flock of them before.” 

Oakham resident 

I received an email from an Oakham resident. 
She said, “I am enjoying the birds, by watching them 
and listening to them sing. On nice days, I have been 
opening my windows to let the fresh air in. Today my 
windows are closed, but I can hear still them sing in 
between the wind gusts. Wow, the winds really picked 
up at noon. I hope we make it through this storm with- 
out any power outages.” She also said, “I am staying at 
home, not going anywhere. Being at home, I am also 
enjoying my springtime flowers. Over the past month, 
I got to watch them pop up out of the ground and now 
they are blooming. I have bold bright yellow with the 
daffodils and the forsythia, and tiny purple flowers here 
and there.” 

Ware resident 

A Ware resident has been attracting birds for 30- 
plus years at his home about a mile from Windsor 
Dam. He has open field, pine groves and deciduous 
trees around his house, as well as a brook. The different 
habitats attract many different bird varieties including: 
juncos, robins, chickadees, tufted titmice, goldfinch, 
grackles, hairy woodpeckers, red-breasted woodpeck- 
ers, downy woodpeckers, pileated woodpeckers, pine 
warblers, white-breasted nuthatch, phoebes, purple 
finches, chipping sparrows, house sparrows, brown 
creeper, cerulean warbler, bluebird, red-breasted nut- 
hatch, hawks, turkeys and more. He has about 40 tur- 
keys in his yard from October until about April, then 
they return to the woods. 

Juncos and hummingbirds 

The last day I saw a dark-eyed junco was Thursday, 
April 23. For over a week, I only saw one male dark- 
eyed junco. Now that the junco headed north, I will 
clean my nectar feeder and boil sugar and water for the 
ruby-throated hummingbirds. I mix a one to four sug- 
ar water mix and then boil it to make sure all the sugar 
dissolves. Usually, I see hummingbirds around Mother’s 
Day. 

People may report a bird sighting or bird-related ex- 
perience by calling me at 413-967-3505, leaving a mes- 
sage at extension 100 or emailing mybackyard88 @ aol. 
com or edowner @turley.com. 
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Tourism takes a hit during pandemic 


Business leaders 
answer questions 


during Facebook O&A 


By Tyler S. Witkop 
Staff Writer 


REGION — Across the country, 
businesses of all sizes are taking a 
hit as a result of restrictions to help 
limit the spread of infections caused 
by the novel coronavirus. Here in 
Western Massachusetts, among the 
hardest hit sectors is that of Tourism, 
Hospitality and Arts and Culture. 

To help spread the message and 
to encourage future business, two 
local leaders joined state Sen. Eric 
Lesser (D-Longmeadow) of the first 
Hampden and Hampshire District, 
Senate chair of the Joint Commit- 
tee on Economic Development and 
Emerging Technologies, for a Face- 
book Live Q&A session Friday, 
May 1. Joining Lesser were Mary 
Kay Wydra, president of the Greater 
Springfield Convention and Visitors 
Bureau, and John Doleva, president 
and CEO of the Naismith Memorial 
Basketball Hall of Fame. 

“Every family and small business 
has felt pain from this crisis, but we 
know one sector that has been par- 
ticularly hard hit is our vital tourism 
and hospitality industry, which is the 
third largest source of employment 
for Massachusetts families,’ Lesser 
said. “We must all work together to 
keep families safe, stop the spread of 
this virus, and ensure our economy 
recovers.” 

According to Wydra, tourism and 
hospitality has been “hard hit” by 
state and local orders closing non-es- 
sential business, limiting gatherings 
to 10 or fewer people and keeping 
six feet of separation between others. 
She said since Massachusetts Gov. 
Charlie Baker issued his stay-at- 
home advisory in March, there have 
been 118 pieces of lost business in 
Western Massachusetts, which rep- 
resent business and trade conven- 
tions at places like the MassMutual 
Center in Springfield and the Eastern 
States Exposition in West Spring- 
field. That equates to roughly $49 
million in lost revenue to the local 
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The Basketball Hall of Fame sought to re-opening the Hall in mid-June, 
which had been closed starting Feb. 5 to complete a multi-million-dollar 


renovation project. 


economy coming from sources in- 
cluding food and retail vendors and 
booked hotel rooms. 

“Hopefully the numbers won’t 
keep climbing,’ Wydra said. 


Trickle Effect 

But more than just individual 
businesses struggling, Wydra said 
the shutdown also hampers state and 
municipal revenues through sales, 
meal and occupancy taxes. 

Doleva, of Wilbraham, said he 
and the staff at the Hall of Fame 
were looking forward to re-opening 
the Hall in mid-June, which had been 
closed starting Feb. 5 to complete 
a multi-million-dollar renovation 
project. They were also looking for- 
ward to hosting some of the world’s 
greatest basketball personalities for 
the annual enshrinement ceremony, 
which was set to celebrate the late 
Kobe Bryant, who was killed with 
his daughter and seven others in a 
helicopter crash in January, and who 
was inducted into the Hall in his first 
year of eligibility. 

“We get 60 percent of our visi- 
tation from Memorial Day to Labor 
Day,’ Doleva said, noting the shut- 
down will have a “significant effect” 
on the Hall. “People have a thirst for 
sports and doing things that aren’t 
necessarily crowds.” 

He said with the Hall of Fame, 
trade shows and other leisure activi- 
ties closed or canceled for the imme- 
diate future, the impact has and will 
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trickle into other businesses. Without 
assistance, he estimates as much as 
40 percent of local restaurants may 
not recover from the shutdown. 

“This was a thriving § sector,” 
Lesser said, noting the impact was 
sudden and immediate. “This was 
speeding along the highway and 
slamming on the brakes.” 


‘Pent-Up Demand’ 

Wydra said that some are pro- 
jecting the economic hit to the travel 
and tourism sector could be as high 
as nine to 11 times worse than that 
experienced in the aftermath of 9/11. 
In western Massachusetts, she said 
the busiest months are May, August 
and September. At least for now, 
scheduled events have already been 
canceled into August. 

“We are anticipating pent-up 
demand,’ Wydra said, expressing 
her hope that once businesses are 
allowed to re-open, spending will 
resume. 

GSCVB, Wydra said, is ap- 
proaching the recovery in three 
phases: inspire, inquire and explore. 
They are currently in the inspire 
phase, where the organization is 
trying to get people to think about 
western Massachusetts and the var- 
ied attractions in downtown Spring- 
field as well the outdoor recreation 
opportunities up and down the Pio- 
neer Valley. 


Please see TOURISM, page 10 


Now Openifonthe(2020\Season 


Farmstand & 
Greenhouse 


753 Montgomery St. 
Chicopee, MA 
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» Granby 


GCAM Schedule/ Shows 


Program schedules for Channel 12 air in two-week cycles. The following programs 
have been listed for the week of May I1 and May 16. 


Monday, May 11 and May 18 
7 a.m. — Yoga for Health 

8 a.m. — Healthy Bones & Balance 
9 a.m. - Tai Chi 

9:30 a.m. — Open Mic Poetry 
10 a.m. —A Quilter’s Touch 

11 a.m. — New England Authors 
11:30 p.m. — Smart Boating 

12 p.m. — Eat Well, Be Happy 

1 p.m. — Elder Law Talk 

2 p.m. —The Garage 

2:30 p.m. — Abelvision 

3 p.m. - Bees of Granby 

4 p.m. — 250th Farm to Table 
4:30 p.m. - GCAM SHorts 

5:00 p.m. - All Grades Concert 2019 
7 p.m. —Eat Well, Be Happy 
7:30 p.m. — Yoga for Health 

8 p.m. — Open Mic Poetry 

9 p.m. —A Quilter’s Touch 

10 p.m. — WWII History 


Tuesday, May 12 and May 19 

7 a.m. — Seniors on the Move 

8 a.m. — Alivelihood 

8:30 a.m. — Fast Forward 

10 a.m. —Walk in the Garden 

11 a.m. — New England Gardener 
11:30 a.m. — Tracing Your Family Roots 
12: 30 p.m. — Songspeak 

2 p.m. — Summer Concert 

4 p.m. — Fast Forward 

5 p.m. — Alivelihood 

5:30 p.m. — Tracing Your 

Family Roots 

6 p.m. — New England Gardener 

7 p.m. — Songspeak 

8 p.m. — The Granby Journal 

9 p.m. — Science & Technology: Yester- 
day, Today & Tomorrow 


Wednesday, May 13 and May 20 
7 a.m. — The Garage 

7:30 a.m. — Paint w/Kevin 

8 a.m. — Smart Boating 

8:30 a.m. — Eat Well, Be Happy 

9 a.m. — Financial Elder Abuse 

10 a.m. — Hollywood Makeover 
10:30 a.m. — Hollywood Makeover 


COVID-19 from page 1 


were 10 residents that tested pos- 
itive. There’s 108 residents at that 
facility,” he said. 

On May 6, members of the 
National Guard entered the fa- 
cility to test all of its inhabitants. 
Vero Health and Rehab is a 132- 
bed center that offers short stay 
rehabilitation, long term care 
placement or end of life care. 

“They have a separate wing 
that is solely assigned to people 
who have tested positive or are 
suspected to be positive,’ said 
Sullivan. “The staff is going to 
be tested at a different medical 
facility in shifts. They are com- 
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11 a.m. Cinemaniacs 

12 p.m. — Healthy Bones & Balance 
1 p.m. — Memorial Day 2019 

2 p.m. — Summer Concert 

5 p.m. Hollywood Makeover 

5:30 p.m. — Hollywood Makeover 

6 p.m. - New Englander Gardener 
6:30 p.m. — Eat Well, Be Happy 

7 p.m. — Kellogg Hall Car Show 2017 
7:30 p.m. — Smart Boating 

8 p.m. 2016 Kellogg Hall Car Show 
9 p.m. — Summer Concert 

11 p.m. — Stories from the Stoop 


Thursday, May 14 and May 21 

7 a.m. —Tai Chi 

7:30 a.m. — That Granby Life 

8 a.m. — Songspeak 

9 a.m. — Yoga for Health 

10 a.m. — Abelvision 

11 a.m. — Charter Day 2018 

12 p.m. - Cinemaniacs 

1 p.m. — WWII History 

1:30 p.m. — New England Gardener 
2 p.m. —Healthy Bones & Balance 
3 p.m. — Story if the Coronavirus 
3:30 p.m. - New England Authors 

4 p.m. — Walk in the Garden 

5 p.m. — Open Mic Poetry 

6 p.m. — Fast Forward 

7 p.m. — WWII History 

7:30 p.m. — Tracing Your Family Roots 
9 p.m. — Charter Day: Bwana Jim 


Friday, May 15 and May 22 

7 a.m. — Conversations with George 

9 a.m. — Healthy Bones & Balance 

10 a.m. — New England Gardener 

10:30 a.m. — Yoga for Health 

11 a.m. — Tai Chi 

12 p.m. — 2018 Little Black Dress 
Fashion Show 

1 p.m. —Eat Well, Be Happy 

2 p.m. — Forge Pond Walk Through 

2:30 p.m. — New England Gardener 

3 p.m. — February Frolic 2019 

4 p.m. — Healthy Bones & Balance 

5 p.m. — DinoFest 2018 

6 p.m. —A Quilter’s Touch 





plying with all of the protocols 
and working closely with our 
Health Director and the Depart- 
ment of Public Health to make 
sure that they get this under con- 
trol.” 

Sullivan stated additionally 
there had been an “uptick” of 
South Hadley residents suffering 
from COVID-19. Excluding the 
cases that are stemming from 
Vero Health and Rehab, there 
were 59 confirmed cases and 76 
contact cases as of May 5. 

“There’s a significant likeli- 
hood that the contact cases are ac- 
tually COVID-19,” said Sullivan. 
“They may be awaiting test results 
or had a test that was equivocal or 
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TOWN Reminder 


7 p.m. — Paint w/Kevin 

8 p.m. — Forge Pond Walk Through 

9:30 p.m. — The Unfolding Story of 
the Coronavirus 

10 p.m. — Local Rock 


Saturday, May 16 and May 23 
7 a.m. — Yoga for Health 
7:30 a.m. — The Garage 
8:30 a.m. — Open Mic Poetry 
9:30 a.m. — Flight School 
10 a.m. — Abelvision 
10:30 a.m. —Fast Forward 
11:30 a.m. — Granby Journal 
12:30 p.m. — Tracing Your Family Roots 
1:30 p.m. — The Garage 
2:30 p.m. — WWII History 
3 p.m. — Library Event 
5 p.m. — Library Event 
6 p.m. — GCAM Retro 
7 p.m. — GCAM Shorts 
7:30 p.m. — 2017 Kellogg 
Hall Car Show 
8 p.m. — Songspeak 
9 p.m. — All Grades Conceert 2019 
11 p.m. — Creature Features 


Sunday, May 17 and May 24 

7 a.m. — Seniors on the Move 

8 a.m. — Open Mic Poetry 

8:30 a.m. — Tai Chi 

9 a.m. — Yoga For Health 

10 a.m. — Healthy Bones & Balance 

11 a.m. - Elder Law Talk 

12 p.m. — GCAM Retro 

1 p.m. - Story of the Coronairus 

2 p.m. - Mr. Scammer 

3 p.m. — New England Gardener 

3:30 p.m. — In the Garden w/ Liz 

4:30 p.m. — Paint w/ Kevin 

5 p.m. Healthy Bones & Balance 

6 p.m. — Smart Boating 

7 p.m. — Fast Forward 

7:30 p.m. — New England Authors 

8 p.m. — Cinemaniacs 

9 p.m. — TBad News Jazz & 
Blues Orchestra 

10:30 p.m. — Fast Forward 

11 p.m. — Sci-Fi Journal 


had another indeterminate result.” 

Sullivan noted there are also 
two probable and two suspect 
cases in town. 

Fortunately, an  unspeci- 
fied number of residents were 
removed from the list over 
the course of the past week. 
Unfortunately, that reality is 
overshadowed by the overall 
increase in cases that festered 
simultaneously. 

During a conference call with 
Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito earlier this 
week, Sullivan learned that the 
state will announce its plan to re- 
open on Wednesday, May 13. The 
end is not in sight, however, as 
South Hadley continues to battle 
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Granby superintendent finalist 
for Mohawk Trail Regional 
superintendent position 


BUCKLAND —_ Granby 
Superintendent Sheryl Stanton 
is one of three finalists for the 
Mohawk Trail/Hawlemont Re- 
gional School Districts Super- 
intendent position, according a 
press release from the Franklin 
County school districts. 

In a joint school commit- 
tee meeting held virtually on 
Tuesday, May 5, the Mohawk 
Trail and Hawlemont Region- 
al School Districts announced 
Stanton, Thaddeus King, prin- 
cipal of Murdock High School 
in Winchendon and Rhonda 
Sennaite Stowell Lewis, prin- 
cipal of Glenwood Elementary 
and Hiram L. Dorman Elemen- 
tary School in Springfield. 

The search committee put 
forth its recommendation of 
candidates. 

It is anticipated that the 
Mohawk Trail and Hawlemont 
School Committees will vote to 
select the new superintendent in 
June with an expected start date 
of July 1. 

Mohawk Trail Regional 
School District School Com- 
mittee Chair Martha Thurber 
said the search committee is 
pleased with the selection of 
finalist candidates presented for 
consideration. 

“We were fortunate to have 
a number of highly qualified 


applicants,’ said Thurber in 
the press release. “The search 
committee met frequently over 
the past month to review ap- 
plications and perform initial 
interviews. We believe any of 
the candidates we have recom- 
mended to the School Com- 
mittees would be an excellent 
choice.” 

Public interviews with key 
stakeholders, including Mo- 
hawk ‘Trail and Hawlemont 
staff, administrators, students, 
families, and community mem- 
bers will take place over the 
next several weeks with dates 
and times to be announced in 
the coming days. While these 
public interviews are typical- 
ly held in-person, per the Gov. 
Baker’s temporary modifica- 
tions to the Open Meeting Law 
due to the COVID-19 pandem- 
ic, all interviews will be held 
virtually, with teleconference 
and dial-in options. 

Neither Stanton nor Granby 
School Committee Chair Mike 
Simpson could be reached by 
Turley Publications for com- 
ment by deadline on Wednesday. 

Information about the can- 
didates is available at: https:// 
bit.ly/mtrsdsuper or via the Mo- 
hawk Trail School Committee 
website at https://www.mtrsd. 
org/School-Committees. 


send your stories and photos to 


townreminder@turley.com 


the virus. 

Selectman Sarah Etelman ex- 
pressed her concern regarding 
the rising number of cases. The 
development at the nursing home 
on Granby Road was particularly 
discerning. 

Etelman shared her thoughts 
not long after Sullivan shared 
news of the outbreak’s rapid 
pace; the number of cases at Vero 
Health and Rehab rose from two 
to eight overnight on Monday. 

“This is exactly why the pre- 
cautions are in place. I just want to 
remind folks that there is no fault 
to be assigned in this,” said Etel- 
man. “We know that everybody is 
doing everything that they can, but 


this responsibly.” 


mittee. 





this is why the precautions and the 
guidelines are out there.” 

She continued on, urging resi- 
dents to adhere to guidelines until 
the conclusion of the pandemic. 
At the moment, safety is only an 
illusion. 

“It’s social distancing; phys- 
ical distancing and wearing a 
mask. It’s not going into crowds; 
it’s all of those things that are be- 
ing talked about, and this is exact- 
ly why,” she said. “We as a com- 
munity want to keep residents as 
safe as we possibly can.” 


Dalton Zbierski is a_ staff 
writer and can be reached at dz- 
bierski@ turley.com. 


TIGER PALOZZA from page 1 


we can’t bank on magic right now,’ Belanger said. “I’m 
hearing support for October because it gives science a 
chance to catch up to the magic we’re hoping for. We 
need to pick a date seems far in the future so we’re doing 


Phillips proposed eventual the solution for the com- 
“Why can’t we pick at date in August to do an in-per- 


son graduation and it we’re not allowed, we move it to a 
virtual one?” she asked. “If we’re not allowed to do that, 
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why not make a drive-by? We could set up a way for 
families to get photos — if can’t bring everyone together 
to do it in the gym, we would have one family at a time.” 

Wood said she will email families to inform them of 
the plan and expressed her appreciation for the seniors 
and their families. 

“My heart goes out to the class of 2020,” Wood said. 
“Students and their families waited 13 years for the cul- 
mination of these events, and they aren’t able to cele- 
brate in the way they traditionally would. There is a lot 
of confusion and anxiety about how to close this chapter 
of theirs lives and get ready for the next one.” 
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College baseball will not be played in the area as the NECBL cancelled its season. The Valley 


Blue Sox are based in Holyoke. 


Summer leagues now coming t at at 


Following the 
closure of spring 
sports, many summer 
leagues are being 
forced to do the sam 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@ turley.com 


REGION — In just a short 
period of time, the landscape 
of even summer sports has now 
changed with a number of base- 
ball leagues cancelling play and 


others postponed indefinitely 
while the leagues wait out the 
“surge.” 


But in the case of some very 
talented athletes, the 2020 base- 
ball season has been completely 
shuttered. 

First, it was the postpone- 
ment of Major League Baseball 
along with the complete cancel- 
lation of spring sports for the 
collegiate level. Now, two of the 


SEND US YOUR SPORTS SUBMISSIONS 
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The Pioneer Valley Summer Soccer reals 
is still hoping to have its regular season, 


though it may be delayed. 


Recreational ie aaiies a the Valley W Wheel Baseball 
League and the Quabbin Valley League are all on 
hold waiting to see if Massachusetts “re-opens.” 


most prominent college leagues 
have cancelled their seasons for 
the summer, citing the risks in- 
volved for the league as a whole. 

The Cape Cod Baseball 
League and the New England 
Collegiate Baseball League 
have cancelled their 2020 cam- 


paigns, which were set to start 
in June. The cancellation leaves 
no opportunities for teams to 
play at all in the 2020 season. 
The summer leagues, like col- 
lege season were often an addi- 
tional place for star athletes to 
get exposure, play against some 








File photos 


American Legion baseball is also in danger of 
being cancelled this summer. 


of the best competition in the 
country, and receive additional 
looks for scouts from the major 
leagues. 

The cancellation of baseball 


Please see SUMMER SPORTS, 
page 10 


NE Collegiate Baseball League cancels 2020 season 


The Valley Blue Sox 
play their home 
games in Holyoke 


NORTH ADAMS — The 
New England Collegiate Base- 
ball League (NECBL) has an- 
nounced that its board of direc- 
tors, comprised of executives 
from its 13 member teams and 
officers, have voted to cancel the 
2020 summer collegiate base- 
ball season. 

This decision was reached 
after a careful and thoughtful 
review of the guidance from 
federal, state and local officials, 
the leadership of our host com- 
munities, and recommendations 
from the CDC and medical com- 


munity. The conclusion was that 
canceling the 2020 season was 
necessary for the health, safety 
and well-being of our players, 
coaches, umpires, volunteers, 
fans and host families. 

We understand that this de- 
cision will result in hardship 
and disappointment to our stu- 
dent-athletes who have already 
lost their college spring baseball 
season. For this reason, it breaks 
our hearts and runs counter to 
our competitive instincts and 
spirit. However, our first prior- 
ity and obligation must always 
be the health and well-being of 
our players and our community. 
We promise to use this time out, 
and all of our resources, to make 
our 2021 season something truly 


special for our players, coaches 
and fans. 

We are part of the communi- 
ties that host our member teams. 
We encourage our teams, as 
organizations, individually and 
working with their volunteers, 
to support community first re- 
sponders and their local busi- 
ness sponsors, many of whom 
are restaurants that are going 
through difficult financial times. 
To show our appreciation to our 
host communities and support- 
ers, we will dedicate Opening 
Day 2021 in each of our ven- 
ues to thank, honor and sup- 
port community organizations 
and first responders who serve 
on the front lines of combating 
COVID-19. 


The New England Collegiate 
Baseball League is a wooden bat 
college summer league that fields 
teams in all six New England 
states. Partially funded by Major 
League Baseball, the NECBL 
started play in 1994 and enjoyed 
its 25th-year anniversary season 
last summer. The New England 
League has sent over 150 alum- 
ni to the Major Leagues and has 
had nearly 100 alumni drafted in 
each of the last 10 Major League 
Baseball Drafts. 

The Valley Blue Sox are the 
main local team to Western Mas- 
sachusetts in the NECBL. The 
Blue Sox have won two league 
championship in 2017 and 2018, 
and were in the semifinal round 
in 2019. 


www.sports.turley.com 


Senior 
athletes to be 
highlighted in 
coming weeks 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@ turley.com 


The Turley Publications 
sports department is looking to 
honor the senior athletes who 
have had their spring seasons 
cancelled by the coronavirus 
pandemic. 

Over the next several 
weeks, the sports section will 
have stories and photos about 
the various spring sports teams 
that were never even able to 
have a practice, and eventu- 
ally saw their full season can- 
celled. 

We will be talking with 
spring coaches and athletic 
directors, but would also love 
to hear from senior players 
about their feelings about 
the spring season being can- 
celled. 

We hope to also publish ac- 
tion photos of seniors from pre- 
vious seasons, though parents 
and coaches are encouraged 
to send photos of seniors they 
would like to see published in 
the upcoming editions of the 
paper. 

All submissions can be 
made to Sports Editor Grego- 
ry A. Scibelli at sports @turley. 
com. In the subject line, please 
identify the school and sport 
you are writing in about. Senior 
athletes are also encouraged to 
write in to talk about the season 
that wasn’t. 


Claremont 
Speedway 
event 
cancelled 


REGION — Tri Track Open 
Modified Series officials an- 
nounced on Saturday, in col- 
laboration with Claremont 
Speedway, that the event orig- 
inally scheduled for May 24 
will not happen as scheduled. 
New Hampshire Governor 
Chris Sununu released new 
guidance for the state on Fri- 
day that will not allow gath- 
erings to occur for the race 
event. 

The Tri Track Open Mod- 
ified Series continues to keep 
the safety of our race teams, 
drivers, staff and fans in 
mind with decisions. We will 
provide additional guidance 
around the 2020 schedule 
once it is available. Our in- 
tention is to hit the track for 
action this season.” 
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>» Education 


To incoming 
kindergarten families 


You can pick up a kindergarten reg- 
istration packet on Friday, May 8. The 
packets will be in a container right out- 
side the front door of the school, located 
at OO Lyman Street, South Hadley. 

Children must be a resident of South 
Hadley and 5-years-old by August 31, 
2020. No exceptions. 

Along with the completed packet 
they require: 

Two proofs of residency, such as util- 
ity bills, bank or credit card statement, 
phone bill, or Cable Television bill, that 
have been mailed to your home in the 
past sixty days or less. 

The child’s most recent shot records 
and physical forms. 

The child’s Birth Certificate. 

Once you have ALL this informa- 
tion, you can either mail it to Plains 
School or drop it off the following week 
in a container outside the school’s front 
door. 

Questions can be directed to: Marie 
Abbey, mabbey @ shschools.com 


Calling all students 
and teachers 


The Jown Reminder is calling all 
children — everyone under 18 — to send 
us artwork, essays and photos. If enough 
children send pieces on it’s possible, we 
could have a whole issued devoted to 
them. Please include full names on all 
submissions SO we can give proper cred- 
it to the creator. Also, if photos are sub- 
mitted please identify the people in the 
photos. Parents, the if you could forward 
them to us it would be appreciated. 

We’re also asking teachers to send 
essays, artwork or photos describing 
what it’s like for them being home and 
educating students from afar. 

Please send all emails to Townre- 
minder @turley.com. 

Stay safe. 

Thanks, Melina Bourdeau, Editor 


REGION -— In light of the COVID-19 
emergency, Massachusetts residents are 
spending a lot of time in their homes and 
yards. How many people know what to do 
if they find a baby bird, a nest of newborn 
bunnies, or another young animal in their 
yard this spring? 

The arrival of spring means the arrival 
of young wildlife. Every year, the lives of 
young creatures are disturbed by people 
who take young animals from the wild in 
a well-intentioned attempt to save them, 
but this often does more harm than good. 
The Massachusetts Division of Fisheries 
and Wildlife is reminding the public that 
young wildlife belong in the wild and urg- 
ing residents to leave young wildlife alone. 
Finding a young animal alone does not 
mean it’s been abandoned or needs to be 
rescued. Adults are often nearby and visit 
their young only occasionally to avoid de- 
tection from predators. 

Nearly all wild birds and mammals are 
protected by law; they may not legally be 
taken from the wild or kept as pets. Most 
people quickly find that they can’t proper- 
ly care for young wildlife, and many ani- 
mals soon die in the hands of people try- 
ing to help. Young wildlife removed from 
the wild are also denied important natural 
learning experiences which help them sur- 
vive on their own. Even if these animals 
are released back into the wild, their chanc- 
es of survival are reduced. Often, the care 
given to young wildlife results in some at- 
tachment to humans and the animals may 
return to places where people live, only 
to be attacked by domestic animals or hit 
by cars. With little fear of humans, once- 
tamed wildlife may become nuisances or 
injure people. 

What to do: 

If a baby bird is found: While baby 
birds may look helpless, they do not need 
assistance unless there are clear signs of 
injury, like a broken wing. If a hatchling 
or nestling (a young bird without feathers) 
is found outside the nest, try to return it 
to its nest or create an artificial nest. The 
parents will not reject if it 1s touched. If 
a fledgling (a young, fully feathered bird) 
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If you find a fawn, MassWildlife recommends leaving it alone, even if it is seen alone 


for a few days. 

is found outside the nest, leave it alone. 
While it is spending some time hopping 
around on the ground learning how to fly, 
the parents are usually nearby still taking 
care of it. If a fledgling is found near a road 
or exposed to danger, it can be moved to 
a safer, sheltered location nearby. Young 
birds naturally have a low survival rate, 
which keeps populations in balance with 
available resources. 

If a fawn is found: Young deer are born 
in late May and early June. Even if a fawn is 
seen alone for several days, leave it alone. 
The animal may be motionless and seem 
vulnerable, but this is the normal behavior 
for a fawn and the mother (doe) is probably 
feeding or bedded nearby. Fawns are safest 
when left alone because their camouflag- 
ing color helps them remain undetected. 
Does visit their fawns to nurse very infre- 
quently, a behavior that helps fawns avoid 
detection by predators. If sympathetic peo- 
ple repeatedly visit a fawn, it can prolong 
separation from the doe and delay needed 
feeding. Fawns cannot be cared for by 
wildlife rehabilitators; if a fawn is visibly 
injured or found with its dead mother, call 
MassWildlife at 508-389-6300. 

If bunnies or other young mammals are 


found: Generally, young mammals are vis- 
ited by their mother only a few times a day 
to avoid attracting predators to the young. 
For example, a nest of bunnies will only be 
visited by the adult female twice per day 
to nurse the young. The young are gen- 
erally safe when left alone because their 
color patterns and lack of scent help them 
remain undetected. In most cases, it’s best 
to leave young animals alone. 

Keep pets leashed. Keeping pets in- 
doors or restrained helps wildlife, as pets 
often like to chase and hunt songbirds and 
other mammals. This also helps your pets 
avoid health and safety dangers posed by 
wild animals, other pets, or automobiles. 

Contact a wildlife rehabilitator for ad- 
vice. In almost all cases, it’s best to leave 
wildlife alone and let nature take its course. 
In the rare case you find a young animal 
with a dead parent or if you see visible 
signs of injury, you can contact a licensed 
wildlife rehabilitator for assistance. An in- 
jured wild animal may be assisted, but a 
person must deliver the animal immediate- 
ly to a licensed rehabilitator. MassWildlife 
licenses wildlife rehabilitators who are 
qualified to care for most injured or truly 
orphaned wildlife. 


SUMMER SPORTS from page 9 


has also filtered down to the high 
school and youth levels as well. 

With parks and recreation activ- 
ities shut down, baseball and soft- 
ball is shut down at the youth level. 
Spring sports were cancelled last 
week at the high school level, and 
even recreational softball leagues 
have been completely shut down. 
There are still some leagues that are 
hopeful. 

Like high school athletic direc- 
tors, many recreational leagues have 
begun making shortened schedules 
or modified schedules that would 
accommodate play once fields are 
opened up. 

However, as the surge remains 
present in Massachusetts, it is hard 


to forecast when play in many 
leagues will open up. 

The Pioneer Valley Summer 
Soccer League is open to holding a 
modified schedule if needed, but it is 
also still holding out hope to holding 
its regular season as scheduled. The 
season typically starts in the third 
week of June. 

Depending on how the re-open- 
ing plan is phased, there is still a 
possibility of that, or a better pos- 
sibility of the season going deeper 
into the summer. 

One league that teenagers were 
hopeful would not be cancelled is 
American Legion baseball. How- 
ever, that may be the case after 
the chairman of District 3 recom- 
mended the season be cancelled. 
Most area teams, such as Agawam, 
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Belchertown, Wilbraham, Alden- 
ville, and Monson play in District 3. 
There are also several Junior Legion 
teams in the area, with Holyoke set 
to rejoin the ranks. 

The American Legion had can- 
celled its regional and national 
tournaments, but there was hope its 
regular season would take place in 
areas that were deemed safe from 
major coronavirus outbreaks. The 
national tournament was set to take 
place late in the summer in North 
Carolina. 

The stay-at-home advisory along 
with the non-essential business clo- 
sure remains in effect through May 
18. It is not known if the order will 
be lifted, but a re-opening plan is 
supposed to be submitted by a com- 
mittee on that date. 
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TOURISM from page 7 


With May 3 through 9 being National Tourism Week, 
she said the organization has created postcards promoting 
the region and are in the process of developing a video. The 
marketing and promotional materials will promote Western 
Mass. in the New York and Boston markets, which compete 
with the Pioneer Valley for tourism dollars. 

With the inquire phase, she said they anticipate folks 
will begin to travel and spend their dollars close to home, 
and ultimately, get out and explore the region once more. 

Doleva said one way folks can help the local economy 
is through booking events in the region, looking at the fall 
and next summer when life is likely to normalize. Wydra 
said individuals can try to help businesses at the cash reg- 
ister, utilizing the limited services available, as “everyone 
has bills to pay.” 


Opportunity 

Lesser told Turley Publications that the closures are 
designed to help prevent the spread of the new corona- 
virus, but all government officials must work to ensure 
necessary aid reaches the people most in need. 

“We need to avoid temporary closures from becoming 
permanent,’ he said. “I know how urgent this is and we 
are doing everything we possibly can.” 

Lesser said his focus has been on helping commu- 
nities and businesses get the resources they need to get 
through. A challenge, he noted, is that there are parallel 
crises — health and economic — and there is a need to ad- 
dress both at the state level. While there is a “deep and 
very severe recession,” he said he and his colleagues are 
working together to ensure communities and businesses 
receive the resources they need to rebuild on both fronts. 

During the live stream session, Doleva said the shut- 
down poses an opportunity for the region and state to re- 
spond together and rebuild. 

“T think this is an opportunity to show your colleagues 
and demonstrate to all the citizens of the State how im- 
portant hospitality and tourism is because it has a lot of 
jobs, it drives a lot of tax revenue,’ he said. “This is a 
real time as we come out of this that we can elevate the 
respect of the hospitality and tourism industry.” 
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REGION — More than 100 communi- 
ty members joined a virtual town hall for 
100 percent renewable energy last night, 
on the 50th anniversary of the first cele- 
bration of Earth Day, to hear from local 
activists and elected officials from the 
Pioneer Valley and to show their support 
for Massachusetts committing to clean 
and renewable sources of energy. 

“Relying on dirty energy sources to 
power our lives is threatening our health 
and our planet.’ said Peter Schneider, 
Clean Energy Organizer with Environ- 
ment Massachusetts. “Even during this 
unprecedented public health crisis, the 
movement for 100 percent renewable en- 
ergy is still growing all across the state, 
from the Berkshires to Boston.” 

Participants celebrated the leader- 
ship of communities in Western Massa- 
chusetts in transitioning to 100 percent 
renewable energy. In 2017, Amherst 
passed a bylaw requiring new munic- 
ipal buildings over a certain size to be 
powered entirely with renewable energy. 
Northampton, Amherst and Pelham are 
in the process of planning a joint munic- 
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ipal electricity aggregation program to 
increase the percentage of electricity that 
residents and businesses get from local 
renewable energy sources. 

“On this 50th anniversary of Earth 
Day, I was pleased to join Environ- 
ment Massachusetts to speak about the 
urgent legislative action needed on cli- 
mate change,” said State Senator Joanne 
Comerford, chairperson of the Joint 
Committee on Public Health. “As ever, 
I’m committed to working with my col- 
leagues to pass the boldest possible cli- 
mate legislation this session.” 

Local elected officials have also 
voiced their support for going 100 per- 
cent renewable. Easthampton Mayor 
Nicolle LaChapelle is one of the co- 
chairs of the statewide Mayors for 100 
percent Renewable Energy coalition, 
which is also supported by Mayor Alex 
Morse (Holyoke), Mayor William Re- 
ichelt (West Springfield), and Mayor 
David Narkewicz (Northampton). 

Nationally, 13 U.S. states or territo- 
ries have set 100 percent clean electricity 
targets through legislation or executive 
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orders. Virginia became the latest state 
to pass 100 percent clean electricity leg- 
islation in March. 

“There’s a lot of uncertainty in the 
world right now around how COVID-19 
will continue to impact our daily lives 
and how it will affect our future,” said 
Kaitlyn Mitchell, 100 percent Renew- 
able Energy Campaign Coordinator with 
MASSPIRG Students. “One thing that 
we know for certain is that fighting cli- 
mate change is still just as important as 
it was before, and it will continue to be 
one of the biggest challenges our gener- 
ation will have to tackle - that’s why we 
need Massachusetts to transition to 100 
percent renewables.” 

The 100 percent Renewable Energy 
Act (H.2836), filed by Representative 
Marjorie Decker and Representative 
Sean Garballey, would transition Mas- 
sachusetts to 100 percent renewable 
electricity by 2035 and 100 percent re- 
newable energy for heating and trans- 
portation by 2045. A majority of House 
and Senate members have endorsed this 
bill. 


Big Y produce manager wins national award 


SPRINGFIELD — United Fresh Pro- 
duce Association has named Big Y 

World Class Market Produce and 
Floral Sales Manager, Michael Foint, 
as a 2020 Produce Manager of the Year 
in its Retail Produce Manager Awards 
Program. This year, Foint was honored 
among 25 outstanding produce managers 
representing supermarket chains, com- 
missaries, and independent retail stores 
from 16 different states and one Canadi- 
an province. Big Y’s Foint was selected 
amongst hundreds of nominations across 
the industry. 

Winners are selected by a special 
team of produce experts and based upon 
a number of criteria including efforts to 
increase produce consumption through 
everyday excellence in merchandising, 
special displays and promotions, commu- 
nity service and commitment to total cus- 
tomer satisfaction. Since the program 
began in 2005, 400 retail produce man- 
agers, representing more than 90 differ- 
ent retail banners, have been honored for 
their contributions to the industry. 

“Produce managers are the face of our 
industry to the consumer. Their creative 
merchandising and positive approach to 
customer service directly correlates to the 
growth of sales and ultimately consump- 





tion of fresh fruits and vegetables,” said 
United Fresh Foundation’s CEO, Tom 
Stenzel. 

Mike Foint began his career with Big 
Y in 1992 as a service clerk, before join- 
ing the Produce ranks in 1994. He be- 
came a produce sales manager in 2001. 
Foint has been with Big Y for almost 
28 years and he is currently the produce 
sales manager of the Westfield Shops 
store in Westfield. 

“T have always felt that overall con- 
sistency in department conditions is the 
overwhelming factor that brings our cus- 
tomers back into our store and makes them 
loyal to our brand. I cannot say enough to 
the outstanding team of employees that I 
have had the privilege to work with over 
the past number of years in the Amherst 
and Westfield Shops locations. We are tru- 
ly better together,’ says Michael Foint. 

According to Kevin Barry, Big Y’s 
director of produce and floral: “Mike is 
the 11th Big Y produce sales manager in 
a row to win the prestigious ‘Manager of 
the Year Award.’ Mike has worked for Big 
Y for several years and his ability to train 
young associates, interact with his cus- 
tomers and create superior merchandis- 
ing have resulted in increased sales and 
consumption of fruits and vegetables. We 
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thank United Fresh for choosing Foint for 
this award and thank Dole for sponsoring 
the event.” 

Past Big Y award winners are Rick 
Stolarik in 2010, DJ Bertoldi in 2011, 
John Heon in 2012, 

Jeff Vocatura in 2013, Gina Wasilef- 
sky in 2014, Ron Tarini in 2015, Jenni- 
fer Ratkiewicz in 2016, Lou Kwisnek in 
2017, Wade Michels in 2018 and Ed Jette 
in 2019. Big Y has had 3 top five place- 
ments amongst their 10 winners of this 
national award. 

Big Y Foods, Inc. is one of the larg- 
est independently owned supermarket 
chains in New England. Big Y operates 
83 locations throughout Massachusetts 
and Connecticut including 71 supermar- 
kets, Fresh Acres Market, Table and Vine 
Fine Wines and Liquors and 10 Big Y Ex- 
press gas and convenience locations with 
almost 12,000 employees. Big Y has been 
recognized by Forbes as a Best-in-State 
Employer in Massachusetts and Con- 
necticut, as well as Employer of Choice 
by the Employers Association of the 
Northeast. Founded in 1936 by brothers 
Paul and Gerald D’ Amour, the store was 
named after an intersection in Chicopee, 
Massachusetts where two roads converge 
to form a “Y.” 
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CPE Forum 
announces 
online programs 
and 40th 
Anniversary 


REGION — The Continuing Profes- 
sional Education Forum has announced 
that its seven-week Spring series will be 
held online for the first time, as it cele- 
brates its 40th anniversary. 

This semester includes the four-hour 
Professional Ethics program that meets 
the mandatory licensing requirements 
for CPA’s. 

The programs are scheduled for the 
following Tuesdays: 

May 12 — SECURE Act Solutions, 
Kevin Quinn, J.D., Legacy Counsellors 
(four-hours) 

May 19 — Managing Business with- 
in a Constantly Evolving New Reality, 
Ravi Kulkarni & Lynn Whitney, Clear 
Vision Alliance 

May 26 — Fixed Income Markets, 
Portfolios of the Future & Tax Harvest- 
ing, Michael Callahan, Edu4Retirement 

June 2 — Employee Benefits in 2020, 
Peter Miller, MillBrook Benefits 

June 9 — Wealth Transfers During 
Time of Crisis, Kevin Quinn, J.D., Lega- 
cy Counsellors 

June 16 — Elder Law and Asset Pro- 
tection Planning, Attorney Holly Lewis 

June 23 — Professional Ethics, Jose- 
phine Sarnelli, CPA, Consultant & Fo- 
rensic Accountant (four-hours) 

The CPE Forum was established in 
1980 by Josephine Sarnelli, CPA. She 
continues to volunteer her services in 
organizing 40 hours of educational pro- 
gramming each year. The CPE Forum’s 
mission is to provide high quality educa- 
tional programs at a low cost to business 
professionals, including Certified Public 
Accountants and others seeking continu- 
ing professional educational (CPE) cred- 
its for licensing purposes. It is also open 
to the general community. 

The cost of attending the entire 
spring series is only $100, which 
provides 23 hours of continuing pro- 
fessional education credits. The first 
week and last week of programs 
are four-hour long, starting at 2 
p.m. All other programs are three- 
hours in length and start at 3 p.m. 
Sessions are offered online and can 
be accessed using a laptop, desktop 
computer, tablet or smartphone. No 
camera or microphone are required for 
participants. Advance registration 1s 
required. Payment to the CPE Forum 
should be mailed to 14 Mill Street, 
Westfield, MA 01085. 
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SOUTH HADLEY - The of- 
fice may be closed, but staff are 
still there. 

Call the center at 413-538- 
5042 from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
All calls are forwarded to the 
COA Director. Staff is work- 
ing remotely and have access to 
email. 

Find useful resources on our 
website: https://www.southhad- 
ley.org/324/Council-on-Aging 

Follow the Center on Aging 
on Facebook: https://www.face- 
book.com/southhadleycoa/ 

To be added to our bi-weekly, 
“check-in” phone call or email 
list, call 413-538-5042 or email 
Ihennessey @ southhadleyma. 
gov. 


Online Programming 
at the COA 


Mondays at 9 a.m. — Bring 
Your Own Coffee on Brenda 
and Kerry will be hosting and all 
you have to do is click the link 
that we will send to you and join 
in. Please email Kerry to join at 
kouimette @ southhadleyma. gov. 

Tuesdays from 9 to 9:45 a.m. 
— Mindfulness Practices with 
Kerry - Grab a straight back 
chair. Wear some comfy clothes. 
Learn some basics for stress 
management & calm during 
challenging times. 

Monday Tai Chi at 10 a.m. 
—Instructor Denise Barry will 
hold virtual Tai Chi via ZOOM. 
Payment: we ask that you make 
a suggested donation of $2 per 
class. Please make your check 
payable to the South Hadley 
COA Activity Fund and mail to 
SHCOA 9 East Parkview Drive, 
South Hadley MA to sign up 
please email: kouimette @ south- 
hadleyma.gov. Classes on May 


11 and 18. 

Wednesdays at | p.m. — Rem- 
iniscing with Brenda — sit back 
and relax and reminisce with 
Brenda about different topics 
every week. Brenda starts with a 
topic and you all contribute your 
memories and snapshots in time. 

Thursday at 10 a.m. Wa- 
tercolors with Tina - Tina will 
spend two hours with you as 
she guides you through water- 
color techniques and helps you 
tap into your creativity. Get you 
home artist space set up and 
paint away! 

Friday from | to 2 p.m. Bin- 
go - The Friends of the South 
Hadley Seniors are running 
an online Zoom Bingo game 
with prizes every All are wel- 
come to play. Prizes are gift 
certificates to local businesses. 
So far, they’ve given out John- 
nys, Yarde Tavern and Tower 
Theaters. This was started as 
a way to keep people connect- 
ed during this time of isolation 
while also supporting local 
businesses. Folks wearing dif- 
ferent costume items to bring 
them luck. If you’re interested 
in playing, please email Kim 
Prough at ksprough@me.com 
and she will email a Bingo card 
and the Zoom link to get con- 
nected. 

All remote activities are held 
via Zoom. Please email Program 
Coordinator, Kerry Ouimette, at 
KOuimette @ SouthHadleyMA. 
gov by the day before the activ- 
ity you would like to participate 
in. You will be sent a link via 
email to join in on the Zoom fun 
at least an hour before your ac- 
tivity begins. 

*Nervous or unsure about 
how to use Zoom? It’s okay! 
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There is a learning a curve for 
everyone. Kerry will send you a 
link to a Youtube video on how 
to use Zoom when you send her 
you email. 


PVTA’s Dial-A-Ride 
Transportation 

The dial a ride service is 
now scheduled for one person 
per vehicle and with hours of 
service extended from 6 a.m. 
to 9 p.m. if you are over 60 and 
need transportation. During this 
time of crisis requirements are 
“less strict.’ Call Paul Burns at 
413-732-6248 ext. 2230 or email 
pburns @ pvta.com. 


Fuel assistance 
For questions concerning 
the Fuel Assistance Program, 
you can contact them directly at 
https://www.communityaction. 
us/fuel-assistance or by calling 
413-774-2318. 


Senior Shopping 


Hours: 

BJ’s Wholesale Store: 8 to 9 
a.m. 

Trader Joe’s, Hadley: 9 to 10 
a.m. 

Big Y South Hadley: 7 to 8 
a.m. 

PriceRite, Chicopee 7 to 8 
a.m. 

Stop & Shop, Chicopee: 6 to 
7:30 a.m. 


Pharmacy: 

CVS 

Drive Through Pick Up: 

CVS 70 West State St., Gran- 
by: 413-467-1659 

CVS 1616 Memorial Dr. Chi- 
copee: 413-532-3299 

For Prescription Home De- 
livery: https://www.cvs.com/ 
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content/delivery 
Big Y, 44 Willimansett St. 
South Hadley 413-538-6178 


Food Resources: 

Meals on Wheels Program: 
Call WestMass ElderCare at 
413-538-9020 and ask for in- 
formation and referral. The pro- 
gram is available to any South 
Hadley senior 60 and older. 

Meals are low sodium and 
you can opt for a cardiac meal or 
a diabetic meal. 

WestMass ElderCare 
(WMEC) is South Hadley’s area 
Aging Services Access Provider 
and are currently accepting new 
clients for daily delivery of a 
meal. 

Neighbors Helping Neigh- 
bors: call 413-437-7593 or email 
info @nhnfoodpantry.org. 

Shop from your car; food is 
delivered to you. 

Quick enrollment form; just 
bring a piece of mail with your 
South Hadley or Granby address. 

Wednesdays: 12:30 to 3:30 
p.m and 6 to 7:30 p.m. and Sat- 
urdays: 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. 

Mobile Food Pantry: On the 
second and fourth Monday of the 
month at 50 Broad Street, Chi- 
copee 10 to 11 a.m. 


Groceries or 
Prepared Meals: 


You may need to call a week 
or more in advance for Instacart. 
Someone will shop for you and 
then deliver: https://www.insta- 
cart.com/. 

Atkins Farm delivery and 
pick-up: 1150 West Street, Am- 
herst. Call 413-253-9528 

Margi’s Fruit Company de- 
livery and pick-up: 2009 Memo- 
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rial Drive, Chicopee. Call 413- 
535-1200. 

Delaney’s delivery and pick- 
up: call their Wilbraham location 
at 413-438-0887. 

Johnny’s Bar & Grille: 23 
College St., South Hadley: 413- 
534-8222 

Yard Tavern: 3 Hadley St., 
South Hadley, 413-315-4339 

ITYA: 15 College St., South 
Hadley, 413-532-8000 

Family Pizza: 334 Newton 
St. South Hadley, 413-536-3197 

Parthenon: 475 Newton St. 
South Hadley, 413-539-6612 

Family Pizza: 334 Newton 
St. South Hadley, 413-536-3197 

ALDI Delivery through In- 
stacart: https://www.instacart. 
com/south-hadley-ma/aldi. 

Talk of the Town: 26 Main 
St, South Hadley, 413-315-3290 
from 9 a.m. to | p.m. 

Barstow’s Dairy Store and 
Bakery: 172 Hockanum_ Rd, 
413-586-2142 Drive through 
take-out. 

Online Options for 
Restaurant Delivery: Many 
of your local restaurants 
will deliver through online 
delivery services such as 
Doordash, doordash.com or 
Grubhub, Grubhub.com. 


Phone resources 

Elder Abuse Hotline in Mass: 
1-800-922-2275. 

Veteran’s Crisis Line: 1-800- 
273-8255 

Dial “2-1-1” for Massachu- 
setts information and resources 

National Suicide Prevention 
Hotline: 1-800-273-8255 

Mass Social Security: 1-800- 
772-1213; TTY = 1-800-325- 
0778. 


Massachusetts one of 30 states to receive crisis counseling funding 


WASHINGTON, D.C.- 
FEMA announced approval of 
30 states and the District of Co- 
lumbia for its Crisis Counseling 
Assistance and ‘Training pro- 
gram. The program helps fund 
state-provided crisis counseling 
services to residents struggling 
with stress and anxiety as a result 
of the coronavirus (COVID-19) 
pandemic. 


FEMA previously funded 
crisis counseling in six states: 
$464,000 to Massachusetts 
$1.6 million to California 
$371,000 to Michigan 
$882,000 to New Jersey 
$1.3 million to New York 
$2.1 million to Washington 
President Donald Trump del- 
egated authority to FEMA Ad- 
ministrator Pete Gaynor to ap- 


prove requests for the program in 
order to speed assistance to those 
in need. 

FEMA’s Crisis Counseling 
program helps people and com- 
munities to recover from the 
effects of natural or man-made 
disasters through short-term in- 
terventions that provide emo- 
tional support, crisis counseling, 
and connection to familial and 
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community support systems. 
Due to the COVID-19 nation- 
wide emergency and the need to 
protect the safety and health of 
all Americans, crisis counseling 
services will be delivered by 
phone, internet and social media. 
Help is also available to all 
residents of the United States 
through the U.S. Department 
of Health and Human Services’ 
Substance Abuse and 
Mental Health Ser- 
vices’ Disaster Dis- 
tress Helpline by call- 


to 66746. Spanish speakers call 
1-800-985-5990 and press “2” or 
text Hablanos to 66746 from all 
50 states. 

If calling from Puerto Rico, 
text Hablanos to 1-787-339- 
2663. If you are deaf or hard of 
hearing, use your preferred re- 
lay service to call the Disaster 
Distress Helpline at 1-800-985- 
5990 or TTY 1-800-846-8517. 
This toll-free, multilingual, and 
confidential crisis support ser- 
vice is available to all residents 
in the United States and its ter- 
ritories. 
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BANQUET FACILITIES : HOME IMPROVEMENT §& TREE SERVICES 


HALL FOR RENT NORM LEPAGE CONTRACTOR TOM’S TREE SERVICE 
FOR ALL FUNCTIONS Additions, Remodeling, Repairs Pruning, Tree Removal, 
$230 Includes Bartender and Roofing, Decks, Garages, Cabling, Land Clearing, 
Kitchen Facilities. Porches, Termite Damage, Etc. Brush Chipper Service. Woodchips. 
Granby American Legion Licensed. Insured. Experienced. Insured. Free Estimates. 
467-9545 323-4961 538-7608 


ELECTRICIAN : TT 
GAGNON ELECTRIC -  EDGETREE SERVICE,INC. =: 


All Types Of Electrical Work. Tree Removal, Trimming, 
Fully Insured. Land Clearing, Stump Grinding. 
All Work Fully Guaranteed Fully Insured. Free Estimates. 
Free Estimates. Lic. #14960A : Peter Edge 532-5764 
533-8867 TEN ° www.edgetreeservice.com 


ing 1-800-985-5990 
or text TalkWithUs 
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LUCCHESI TREE SERVICE 
AND LANDSCAPING 
Lot Clearing, Retaining Walls, 
Mowing, Pruning, 
Stump Grinding, Irrigation. 
Insured 
534-1002 





May 8, 2020 


A state of emergency for children 


Protection leaders ask 
public help 


REGION — Child protection lead- 
ers are asking the public’s help in de- 
tecting ongoing child abuse while the 
COVID-19 shutdowns keep kids away 
from the adults who normally step in to 
help. 

Reports of child abuse have plum- 
meted, even as family stress factors 
like job insecurity, food insecurity, and 
sickness have disproportionally in- 
creased in March and April — which, in 
a cruel irony, 1s Child Abuse Prevention 
Month. 

Mandated reporters for child abuse 
include teachers, medical providers, ther- 
apists, and clergy. None of those groups 
are having in-person interaction with 
children during the state of emergency. 


TOWN Reminder 


The heads of the Massachusetts Chil- 
dren’s Alliance, Massachusetts Office for 
Victim Assistance (MOVA) and Chil- 
dren’s League of Massachusetts are is- 
suing an unprecedented joint call to the 
general public for help detecting possible 
abuse and alerting officials who can in- 
tervene to protect those children. 

Whether it is neighbors seeing kids 
outside at play, out in public with adults 
or relatives and teachers interacting with 
them via Zoom or other video exchange, 
anyone having contact with children is 
urged to look for these signs: 

Physical appearance: signs of bruises, 
marks, injuries, hygiene, or attire 

Environment: signs of violence, drug 
and alcohol abuse, or family dysfunction 

Behavior and affect: change in mood 
or presentation, distress, or outcries of 
abuse 

Engagement: changes in _participa- 


Updates from the Springfield 
Materials Recycling Facility (MRF) 


Advisory Board Regional 
recycling facilities 
remain open as an 
essential service 


REGION - As an essential service, 
the two western Massachusetts region- 
al recycling facilities owned by the 
Commonwealth and operated by Waste 
Management Recycles America, remain 
open, accepting deliveries and process- 
ing material with safety precautions in 
place. A few pandemic-related materials 
can cause problems, if included in recy- 
cling bins. A complete list of what can 
be recycled can be found on the Spring- 
field Materials Recycling Facility (MRF) 
website at www.springfieldmrf.org. 

Personal protective equipment, such 
as plastic gloves and face masks, are 
not recyclable and must be placed in the 
trash. 

Sanitizing wipes are not recyclable 
and must go in the trash. “Flushable”’ 
wipes and any other type of wipes should 
be placed in the trash, not flushed down 
the toilet. All types of wipes are clog- 
ging the systems at wastewater treat- 
ment plants and personal septic systems. 
Wipes must always go into the trash. 

When placing household trash on the 
curb for pickup, or bringing to a munic- 
ipal transfer station, please tie up trash 
bags securely. 

During the stay-at-home advisory pe- 
riod, some residents are cleaning out and 
de-cluttering garages, basements, closets 
and home offices. 

The Springfield MRF Advisory 
Board’s “What Do I Do With...?” pro- 
vides information on hundreds of items 
for how to properly dispose or reuse or 
recycle. This A-Z disposal guide can be 
found on the Springfield MRF website. 

It is suggested that residents separate 


Public Notices € 


TOWN OF the South Hadley Board 
SOUTH HADLEY of Health. Copies may be 
MASSACHUSETTS obtained at the Board of 
BOARD OF HEALTH Health Office. 
INSTITUTED FOOD Diane Dieztzen, 
ESTABLISHMENT MD, Chair . 
REGULATION Jessica Collins, Email al 
ADDENDUM Vice-Chair —— 
A Town of Walter R. Wolf, nnhcestiancy cai 


South Hadley Food 
Establishment Regulation 
Addendum was passed by 


5/08/2020 


items intended for reuse or donation into 
different categories, bag or box them, la- 
bel them clearly, and store them until the 
stay-at-home advisory is over. 

Some common de-cluttering catego- 
ries from our disposal guide are listed 
below: 

CDs, DVDs, VHS, and other elec- 
tronic media are not acceptable in house- 
hold recycling. If selling or donating 
used media is not an option (some com- 
munities accept certain types via book 
donation programs), Www.greendisk. 
com offers a fee-based, mail-in recycling 
option. 

Clothing and Textiles: clean and 
dry textiles and clothing can be placed 
in drop-off boxes for recyclers such as 
Salvation Army (easternusa.salvation- 
army.org). Acceptable items include: 
all clothing and accessories including 
ripped, stained, missing buttons, mis- 
matched socks, shoes and gloves; and 
linens such as curtains, bedding, towels, 
and stuffed animals in any condition ex- 
cept moldy or wet. Do not donate used 
face masks. Please note that thrift stores 
are currently closed, but some drop 
boxes are still being serviced. Do not 
leave materials at overflowing boxes. 
If residents can wait to drop off items 
until the stay-at-home advisory 1s over, 
this would greatly assist organizations 
in managing materials with fewer staff 
members. 

Photographs and slides: glossy pho- 
tographs are not acceptable in recycling 
because of the photographic chemical 
coatings in the paper. Slides and nega- 
tives are also not recyclable. 

The Springfield MRF Advisory 
Board is a public body that discusses 
and reviews MRE operations, provides 
education about the MRF recycling 
programs, and acts as a liaison between 
member communities, the MRF opera- 
tor and MassDEP. springfieldmrf.org 


DPM, Clerk 


Access archives and 
digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title. 


p 


Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, Fridays noon for Monday holidays. 
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PPUbIIC Safety < 


tion, interaction, and communication 

Supervision: access to a responsible 
adult and their level of involvement. 

A child experiencing abuse may 
show these signs. You should notify the 
Department of Children and Families 
(DCF) if you suspect abuse by calling 
the DCF Child-At-Risk Hotline at (800) 
792-5200. Reports can be anonymous if 
necessary. 

A report does not automatically trig- 
ger a child being removed from a home 
or a parent being in trouble; few reports 
result in either of those outcomes. The 
most common outcome is supplying 
services and supports to families that 
need them. Massachusetts has a com- 
prehensive, trauma-informed system 
of response to child abuse allegations 
through the state’s twelve Children’s 
Advocacy Centers. DCF has a staff of 
well-trained, well-supervised, and ded- 


Norma Jane Monat, 77 


SOUTH HADLEY—Nor- 
ma Jane (Stiles) Monat (aka 
Sunny for her vibrant and shiny 
personality), 77, of South Had- 
ley, passed away peacefully 
with her loving husband by 
her side on April 24, 2020 at 
Brigham and Women’s Hospi- 


tal in Boston. 





ciation. 


Norma was an avid member for many years at First 
Church Congregational in South Hadley and was a so- 
loist at First Church of Christ in Springfield. In more 
recent years, Norma served on the Board of Directors 
at Evergreen Cemetery in South Hadley. 

She was passionate about theater, gardening, ani- 
mals (especially the family pets), music and enjoyed 
playing the guitar and piano. She also enjoyed cooking 
and crafting throughout the years, but above all, her 
absolute favorite thing to do was spending time with 


family and friends. 


Norma will be missed by all who knew her, includ- 
ing her loving husband of 21 years, Wayne Monat; her 
sons Erik Loomis of Holyoke and Carl Loomis and 
wife Ann of Williamsburg; her daughter Christina Sib- 
ley and husband, John, of Hadley and Laura Dukette 
and husband, Greg, of Keller, Texas; her grandchil- 
dren, Matthew and Ryan Dukette, James Culver and 
Christina Richards and husband Nathan; several great 
grandchildren; her sister Marjorie and husband Don 
Thurston, and their daughters, Pamela, Judy and Lin- 
da; as well as many extended family members and 
friends. Services for Norma will be private and at the 


convenience of the family. 


In lieu of flowers, memorial donations may be 
made to the American Heart Association, PO Box 
417005, Boston, MA 02241-7005. Beers & Story Fu- 
neral Home entrusted with Norma’s care. 


PUBLIC NOTICES 


ARE NOW ONLINE 


Massachusetts newspapers. 
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She was born on Decem- 
ber 13, 1942 in Holyoke to the 
late Carlton and Muriel (Tiffa- 
ny) Stiles. She graduated from 
South Hadley High School and went on to become a 
home health aide for Holyoke Visiting Nurses Asso- 


Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 





icated social workers who screen re- 
ports to see what — if any — intervention 
or support services a child and family 
might need. 

We are in a time like no other, with 
demands being made on everyone for 
our mutual safety. For more informa- 
tion about recognizing and responding 
to child abuse, Victim Services, and to 
make your voice heard, please visit our 
respective web sites below. 

And watch the children around you as 
if they were your own. 


Thomas King, Executive Director, 
Massachusetts Children’s Alliance 


Liam Lowney, Executive Director, 
Massachusetts Office for 
Victim Assistance 


Tammy Mello, Executive Director, 
Children’s League of Massachusetts 


Obituary € 


Death 
Notice 


Monat, 
Norma J. (Stiles) 
Died April 24, 2020 
Services will 
be private 
Beers & Story 
Funeral Home 


Town Reminder 


OBITUARY 
POLICY 


Turley Publications 





offers two types of 
obituaries. 


One 1s a free, brief 
Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, 
date of death and 


funeral date and place. 


The other is a Paid 
Obituary, costing 
$120, which allows 
families to publish 
extended death notice 
information of their 
own choice and may 
include a photograph. 
Death Notices & 
Paid Obituaries 
should be 
submitted through a 
funeral home to: 
obits @turley.com. 


Exceptions will be made 
only when the family 
provides a death certificate 
and must be pre-paid. 
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ANTIQUE AND PERIOD CHAIRS 
- Restored with new woven seats - 
Many styles and weaves available. Call 
(413)289-6670 


DISH TV - $59.99 For 190 Channels 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free 
installation, Smart HD DVA Included, 
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions 
apply. Call 1-877-925-7371 


POWERED GOLF CADDY Battery 
and charger used twice. Call Don 413- 
536-1860 


FIREWOOD 


—— — — = 


FIREWOOD 
Fresh cut & split $160.00 

Seasoned cut & split $200.00 

All hardwood. 

Tree length available 
‘Also have seasoned softwood 
for outdoor boilers (Cheap). 
Quality & volumes guaranteed!! 
New England Forest Products 
(413)477-0083 


MISCELLANEOUS 


A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s 
largest senior living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local experts to- 
day! Our service is FREE/no obliga- 
tion. CALL 1-855-799-4127 


DEALING WITH WATER DAM.- 
AGE requires immediate action. Local 
professionals that respond immediate- 
ly. Nationwide and 24/7. No Mold Calls. 
1-800-506-3367 


DO YOU HAVE chronic knee or back 
pain? If you have insurance, you may 
qualify for the perfect brace at little to 
no cost. Get yours today! Call 1-800- 
217-0504 


INVENTORS- FREE INFOR- 
MATION PACKAGE Have your 
product idea developed affordably by 
the Research & Development pros 
and presented to manufacturers. Call 
855-380-5976 for a free idea starter 
guide. Submit your idea for a free con- 
sultation. 


LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press of 
a button sends help FAST! Medical, 
Fire, Burglar. Even if you can't reach 
a phone! FREE brochure. CALL 800- 
457-1917 


MOBILEHELP, AMERICA’S PRE- 
MIER MOBILE MEDICAL ALERT 
SYSTEM. Whether you're Home or 
Away. For Safety and Peace of Mind. 
No Long Term Contracts! Free Bro- 
chure! Call Today! 1-844-892-1017 


OXYGEN-ANYTIME. ANY- 
WHERE. No tanks to refill. No deliv- 
eries, Only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved! 
FREE info kit: Call 1-855-917-4693 


PROMOTE YOUR PRODUCT, 
service or business to 1.7 million 
households throughout New England. 
Reach 4 million potential readers 
quickly and inexpensively with great 
results. Use the Buy New England 
Classified Ad Network by calling 
(413)283-8393, classifieds @turley. 
com. Do they work? You are reading 
one of our ads now!! Visit our website 
to see where your ads run community- 
papersne.com 


STAY IN YOUR HOME longer with 
an American Standard Walk-In Bath- 
tub. Receive up to $1,500 off, including 
a free toilet, and a lifetine warranty 
on the tub and installation! Call us at 
1-866-945-3783. 


STOP STRUGGLING ON THE 
STAIRS. Give your life a lift with an 
ACORN STAIRLIFT! Call now for $250. 
OFF your stairlift purchase and FREE 
DVD & brochure! 1-844-325-8610 


PLEASE RECYCLE THIS NEWSPAPER 


FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS 


MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 


or call toll free: 800-824-6548 


TOWN Reminder 


COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 


OLD CARPENTER TOOLS wart- 
ed. Planes, chisels, axes, etc. Also 
hunting, fishing gear. Old advertis- 
ing, cast iron cookware. Call Ken 
(413)433-2195. 


AB Hauling and 


.— Removal Service 





**xeee*h & B HOUSEHOLD 
REMOVAL SERVICE******* 
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns, sheds, demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap- 
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222- 

8868. 





**A CALL WE HAUL** 
Dumpsters available on site 
Call for delivery 
(413)531-1936 
acallwehaul @ gmail.com 


A DUMP TRUCK clearing out attics, 
cellars, garages, barns, whole house 
clean-outs, scrap metal. Free esti- 
mates. 413-374-5377 


AAA DUMPSTER RENTALS, 10- 
30 yd. capacity, house clean-outs. Fully 
insured. Commercial/ Residential. Free 
estimates. 413-277-5660 


BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 
Established 1976. New re-roofs and re- 
pairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. Li- 
censed/ insured. Call (413)967-6679 


BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL attics, cellars, garag- 
es cleaned. Light moving. Gutters 
Cleaned. Family owned/ operated 
since 1950 (413)537-5090 


DEADLINES 


Name: 


Address: 





Town: 

Number of Weeks: 
Credit Card: 

Card #: 


Amount of charge: 


J MasterCard 


Phone: 
States Zip’ 
X per week rate = $ 
WVISA (J Discover J Cash J Check# 
Exp. Date CVV 
Date: 


LAWNMOWER TUNE UP 
& REPAIR 


A&M TUNE-UPS 


Push Lawnmowers. 
Riding Mowers and 


Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home. 


FREE PICKUP OF 
UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT 


Call Mike (413) 348-7967 


CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinishing 
- cane, fiber rush & splint - Classroom in- 
structor, 204+ years experience. Call Walt 
at (413)289-6670 for estimate. 


DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas- 
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487 


JKL LIQUID ASPHALT Custom 
driveways. Oil & stone specialists. Call 
today for a free quote. 413-289-6251 
Like us on Facebook 


NEED AN ILLUSTRATOR jor your 
next ad, website, or book project? 
Freelance illustrator Sadie Parrotta is 
taking commissions. Examples of her 
work can be seen at sadieparrotta. 
weebly.com. Contact her at sadie.par- 
rotta @ gmail.com for more information. 


PAINT AND PAPER Over 25 years 
experience. References. Lic #086220. 
Please call Kevin 978-355-6864. 
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WE RENOVATE, SELL & PUR- 
CHASE (any condition) horse drawn 
vehicles such as sleighs, carriages, 
surreys, wagons, dr’s buggies, drive- 
able or lawn ornaments. Some fur 
niture and other restoration services 
available. Reasonable prices. Quality 
workmanship. Call (413)213-0373 
for estimate and information. 
DEMERS & SONS 
BELCHERTOWN, MA 


CHILD SERVICES 
*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone adver- 
tising caring of children must list a li- 
cense number to do so if they offer this 
service in their own home. 


ELECTRICIAN 


le en—-stae-iliell 


DEPENDABLE ELECTRICIAN, 
FRIENDLY service, installs deicing 
cables. Free estimates. Fully insured. 
Scott Winters electrician Lic. #13514-B 
Call (413)244-7096. 


HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 


——— A 


Aco 
MASONRY, HEATING & 
AIR CONDITIONING 
All types of masonry work. 
Chimney repair, tile work, stucco, 
stone, brick, block, concrete, 
flat work, pavers, retaining walls. 
Heating & Air Conditioning 
Service & Installation 
Furnaces, Sheet Metal 
Power Washing 
Licensed & Insured 
Commercial & Residential 
Free Estimates 
Competitive Rates 
Call Adam Ouimette 
413-374-7779 


MONEY MAKER 


QUABBIN & SUBURBAN — FRIDAY AT NOON 


HILLTOWNS — MONDAY AT NOON 





Quabbin ———— 


Village Hills 
Circulation: — | wee 


t-~ 





Hilltowns 
Circulation: 9,800 


Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 
Add $10 for a second Zone 

or add $15 to run in 


ALL THREE ZONES. 





First ZONE base price 
Add a second ZONE 
Add a third ZONE 
Subtotal 

x Number of Weeks 
TOTAL Enclosed 





Suburban 


Residential 
Circulation; 
59,000 


Includes 


additional words 

$10.00 
—— Run my ad in the 
following ZONE(s): 
2: ae 


Quabbin 


Suburban 
J 


EEE 


OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK! 


C-D HOME IMPROVEMENT. 1 
Call for all your needs. Windows, sid- 
ing, roofs, additions, decks, baths, 
hardwood floors, painting. All work 
100% guaranteed. Licensed and In- 
sured. Call Bob (413)596-8807 Cell 
CS Lic. #97110, HIC Lic #162905 


CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION 
Kitchen, bath, foyers. Referenc- 
es, Lic #086220. Please call Kevin 
(978)355-6864. 


DELREO HOME IMPROVEMENT 
for all your exterior home improvement 
needs. ROOFING, SIDING, WIN- 
DOWS, DOORS, DECKS & GUTTERS, 
Extensive references available, Fully 
Licensed & Insured in MA. & CT. Call 
GARY DELCAMP @ 413-569-3733 


GUTTER CLEANING, EXTERI- 
OR/ INTERIOR painting, renova- 
tions, lawn care, powerwashing. Free 
estimates. Klye 413-209-7163 


HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE- 
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram- 
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
textured ceilings, siding, decks. Insur- 
ance work. Fully insured. Free esti- 
mates. (413)246-2783 Ron. 


WATER DAMAGE 
_CALL JAY (413)436-5782- 
FOR REPAIRS 
COMPLETE DRYWALL 
SERVICE. FINISHING, 
PAINTING, CEILINGS 
(SMOOTH OR TEXTURED). 
40+ YEARS EXPERIENCE. 
FULLY INSURED. 


LANDSCAPING 

2 OLD GUYS & A DUMP TRUCK 
Spring clean-up, mulch, stone, seed, 
& sod installation, trimming, prun- 
ing, planting, & mowing. Free Esti- 
mates. Contact us via cell or email at 
(413)250-7893 2oldguys2020@ 
gmail.com 


A+ ROZELL’S 
LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE 

Excavator Services 
Overgrown property? 
Extreme Brush Cutting! 
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal 
Lawn/Arborvite Installed 
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand 
Storm Clean-up 
Maintenance 
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal/ 
Clean-outs 
Insured 
413-636-5957 


CAVANAUGH =LANDSCAPING 
Contact us for Weekly and bi-weekly 
mowing, Spring and fall Clean up ser 
vices, Shrub and hedge removal, Ex 
cavating services, yard maintenance 
and Snow plowing or removal. Fully 
Insured. Brandon 413-539-8110 
follow us on Facebook @Cavanaugh- 
Landscaping 


CHAMPAGNE LANDSCAPING 
Weekly, bi-weekly mowing, Spring, 
Fall Clean-ups, trimming, mulch, sione 
beds, excavating. Total yard mainte- 
nance. Call Dan (413)682-4943 


DAVE’S LAWN AND GARDEN, 


LLC- Spring Clean-ups 

Landscape maintenance 

Mulch/ Stone 

Stump grinding 

Senior Citizen/ Veteran's Discount 
Certified/ Insured 

Call Dave (413)478-4212 for your 
free estimate. 


FALCON LANADSCAPING Mow- 
ing, Spring/ Fall clean-up, trimming, 
mulch and more. Call Craig 413-575- 
8178. 


J.S. RAGONA LANDSCAPING 


Services: mowing- mulching- planting 
small shrub & tree trimming/ removal 
brush hauling- Spring/ Fall clean-ups. 
(413)786-6184 


T & S LANDSCAPING Highest 
quality, lowest price. Serving the Pio- 
neer Valley. Weekly, bi-weekly mow- 
ing, Spring, Fall and Gutter clean-ups. 
(413)330-3917 


Read your local 
newspaper online at 
www.newspapers.turley.com 


May 8, 2020 
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There ts still much to do 


GREENFIELD- As weather begins 
to warm and people head outside for 
fresh air and exercise while remaining 
physically distant, Connecticut River 
Conservancy (CRC) urges people to use 
caution when swimming, boating or fish- 
ing in rivers, according to a press release. 

In addition to rivers being swollen 
from spring rain and snowmelt, there’s 
an added concern about E. coli bacteria 
and coronavirus exposure from untreat- 
ed sewage in rivers. Luckily, there’s one 
easy thing to keep in mind that is an in- 
dicator of river cleanliness — the weather, 
specifically if it has rained recently. 

Typical wastewater treatments in- 
volving chlorine or ultraviolet (UV) light 
are effective in killing E. coli bacteria 
and are expected to be highly effective 
in killing COVID-19. Therefore, CRC 
is primarily concerned about untreated 
sewage discharges into our rivers, which 
has always been a concern, even before 
COVID-19. 

Rain flushes all sorts of pollutants 
into our rivers and can overwhelm our 
aging stormwater infrastructure, causing 
sewage and polluted stormwater runoff 
to flow directly into rivers. 

“Many years of Connecticut River E. 
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coli bacteria testing data tell us that it’s a 
good idea to stay out of rivers for 24 to 
48 hours after a heavy rain because bac- 
teria levels could be high,’ said Andrew 
Fisk, CRC executive director. 

The presence of bacteria is an indi- 
cation that other germs that could make 
people sick — like coronavirus — may also 
be present. 

“While COVID-19 is a new threat, 
our recommendation to avoid rivers after 
heavy rain remains the same,” Fisk said. 

Research is still underway to deter- 
mine if COVID-19 remains infectious 
in freshwater or after passing through 
wastewater treatment facilities. Infor- 
mation available from the Center for 
Disease Control (CDC), the Environ- 
mental Protection Agency and the Water 
Research Foundation indicates that the 
likelihood of catching COVID-19 from 
treated or untreated sewage is thought to 
be low. However, the CDC has noted that 
the SARS virus, also a type of coronavi- 
rus, was detected in untreated sewage for 
14 days. 

River users are encouraged to visit 
the “Is It Clean? / ;Esta limpio?” website 
at www.ctriver.org/isitclean to find bac- 
teria test results — an indicator of overall 


COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 


RETIRED RACING 


river cleanliness — for nearly 200 river 
access and recreation sites in Vermont, 
New Hampshire, Massachusetts and 
Connecticut. The site is also available in 
Spanish at www.ctriver.org/estalimpio. 

Water samples are collected from 
late-May through early-October. Current 
plans are for testing to resume as usual 
this year. 

Each summer, CRC and more than 
20 partner organizations deploy volun- 
teers to collect water samples from pop- 
ular boat launches and swimming holes. 
Samples are typically collected at each 
site weekly or bi-weekly, tested for E. 
coli, and test results are posted online 
24 hours later. Water sample results are 
color-coded and map-based so users can 
easily see where the river is clean. Re- 
sults are a snapshot of river conditions 
at the moment the sample was taken, but 
give river users information they can use 
to make informed decisions. 

The website provides bacteria data 
for the Connecticut River and more than 
20 tributaries, including the Chicopee 
River and Deerfield Rivers, the Scantic 
River in Connecticut, the Saxtons River 
and Black River in Vermont, the Ashue- 
lot River in New Hampshire and many 


FOR RENT 


more. Bacteria test results for 2019 
showed nearly all sites sampled by CRC 
had dry-weather average bacteria lev- 
els below the limits considered safe for 
Swimming and boating. 

“Thanks to decades of investments 
and public opinion committed to invest- 
ing in clean water, our rivers are certain- 
ly much cleaner than they used to be,’ 
said Fisk. “But it’s smart for river users 
to think about recent weather and check 
online resources like the ‘Is It Clean? / 
{Esta limpio?’ website so they know 
when our rivers are clean enough for 
swimming or boating.” 

Many cities and towns along our riv- 
ers are making significant investments 
to separate the outdated combined sew- 
er overflows (CSOs) into separate sewer 
and stormwater systems that can better 
handle all the water. Pollution from park- 
ing lots, farms, dog parks and more also 
contribute to the problem. Federal storm- 
water regulations require densely devel- 
oped towns and cities to take measures to 
reduce pollution from street and parking 
lot runoff. These investments have made 
a tremendous difference in improving the 
health of our rivers and protecting river 
users. 





Call us toll free 800.824.6548 








LAWN & GARDEN 


A.A.A. ROTOTILLING Be safe, 
grow your own gardens, flower beds 
and more. Call now for appointment. 
Home grown always tastes best . 413- 
626-1927. 


MASONRY 


B&D MASONRY RESTORATION 
Chimney rebuilds, caps, pointing, block 
foundations, ceramic floors/ walls, out- 
door kitchens/ living areas, cultured/ 
natural stone, stampcrete pads/ side- 
walks. 413-237-3690 


STOP WET 
BASEMENTS 


ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING 

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch- 
way doors, basement windows, chim- 
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys- 
tems, sump pumps. BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569- 
1611, (413)374-5377 


PLUMBING 


GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace- 
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling. 30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 


LINC’S PLUMBING 
LIC. #J27222 
“New Season” 
“New Projects” 
Call LINC’S 
For Your Connection 
(413)668-5299 


ROOFING 


EXPERIENCED ROOFER quality 
work. Best prices for sheds, garages, 
and ranches. (413)786-7924. 


FREE ROOF INSPECTIONS. All 
types of roofing, shingle, flat and slate. 
Call Local Builders (413)626-5296. 
Complete roofing systems and repairs. 
Fully licensed and insured. MA CS 
#102453. Senior Discount. 24 hour 
service. Veteran Discount. 


TREE WORK 


DL & G TREE SERVICE: Every- 
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage, lot 
clearing and brush chipping. Honest 
and Dependable. Fully insured. Now 
offering a Senior Citizen and Veteran 
discount. Call today for free estimate 
(413)478-4212 


STUMP 
GRINDING 


DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind- 
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi- 
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413- 


478-4212 





413-219-6339 


SSSSSSSSSS$S$ 
Get cash for as Is 
unwanted autos 
e Cars/trucks 


e Free towing 
e All makes 
e All models 


413-246-5351 


ask for Joe 





CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All 
Makes/ Models 2000-2019! Any Con- 
dition, Running or Not. Top $$$ Paid! 
Free Towing! We're Nationwide! Call 
Now: 1-888-513-1505. 


CLASSIFIED DEADLINES 


QUABBIN & SUBURBAN 
FRIDAY AT NOON 





HILLTOWNS 
MONDAY AT NOON 


GREYHOUNDS AVAILABLE 
FOR ADOPTION 
SPAYED/NEUTERED, WORMED, 
SHOTS, HEARTWORM TESTED, 
TEETH CLEANED 


MAKE A FAST FRIEND! 


GREYHOUND OPTIONS INC. 
CALL MARY AT 413-566-3129 
OR CLAIRE AT 413-967-9088 
OR GO TO 
WWW.GREYHOUNDOPTIONS. 
ORG 


HORSES 


HORSEBACK RIDING LESSONS 
offered year round at our state of the 
art facility. beginner to advanced. Ages 
4 years to adult. Boarding, sales and 
Leasing also available. Convenient lo- 
cation at Orion Farm in South Hadley 
(413)532-9753 www.orionfarm.net 

CLASS A DRIVER NEEDED!!!! 
Immediate work available. Excellent 
pay, 50% company paid insurance. 
Based in Holyoke area. Regional work. 
Home every weekend. Guaranteed 


minimum earnings. Call for information 
or to apply. 989-916-7526 








FINANCIAL SERVICES 





EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, 
or discrimination because of race, 
color, religion, sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national origin, or intention to 
make any such preference, limitation, 
or discrimination.” We will not know- 
ingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. 
All persons are hereby informed that 
all dwellings advertised are available 
on an equal opportunity basis. 


Find your 
dream 
home or 
list your 
property 
here! 





588 Center Street 
Ludlow, MA 01056 
www.ajefinancial.com 


(413)589-1671 


We are still continuing to process tax returns 


through drop off and electronic processes. 
Our office hours are Monday thru Thursday 9am to 4pm 
Please call or email to make arrangements 







VACATION 
RENTALS 


WARM WEATHER IS Year Round 
In Aruba. The water is safe, and the 
dining is fantastic. Walk out to the 
beach. 3-Bedroom weeks available. 
Sleeps 8. Email: carolaction@ aol.com 
for more information. 


FOR RENT 


=) 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 


make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. 


This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
Opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275. 








Turley®s 


Publications, Inc. 


Wwww.newspapers.turley.com 


AGAWAM ADVERTISER NEWS 
BARRE GAZETTE 
COUNTRY JOURNAL 
CHICOPEE REGISTER 
THE JOURNAL REGISTER 


THE LUDLOW REGISTER 
QUABOAG CURRENT 
THE SENTINEL 
THE SUN 
WILBRAHAM-HAMPDEN TIMES 
TOWN REMINDER 
WARE RIVER NEWS 


Ss turleynews 


} 


a 


Ei TurleyPublications 





CHANTEL BLEAU 
ACCOUNTING SERVICES 


For Full Accounting & Tax Service 
Registered Tax Return Preparer 


228 West St., Ware, MA 01082 


413-967-8364 


AUTHORIZED 


Call For An. [RS 
Appointment (= 


PROVIDER 


The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer. 
For more information on tax preparers go to irs.gov. 


CALL YOUR LOCAL TURLEY PUBLICATIONS SALES REPRESENTATIVE FOR INFORMATION AND RATES ON ADVERTISING YOUR TAX SERVICE HERE! 


413-283-8393 ¢ 1-800-824-6548 
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By Dalton Zbierski 
Staff Writer 


REGION — Ocean State Job Lot is 
making every dollar count in its effort 
to ensure the safety of frontline workers 
during the COVID-19 pandemic. The dis- 
count retailer is in the midst of a $250,000 
campaign that is donating supplies to 140 
different communities. 

“We have an opportunity and a social 
responsibility to have a positive impact 
throughout the Northeast, where our asso- 
ciates and customers live and work,’ said 
Paul Conforti, Chief Marketing Officer. 

As part of its mission, Ocean State Job 
Lot is donating personal protective equip- 
ment (PPE) to first responders, medical 
personnel and frontline workers in each 
of the 140 communities that the business 
calls home. 

With stores spread across Connecticut, 
Pennsylvania, Maine, Massachusetts, New 
Hampshire, New Jersey, New York, Rhode 
Island and Vermont, the Ocean State Job 
Lot Charitable Foundation is active. 

“We believe that during this time of cri- 
sis, we all have skills and abilities that can 
help with the fight against COVID-19,” 
said Conforti. “At Ocean State Job Lot, 
we are using our global supply chain to 
source critical supplies and immediately 
provide them to frontline workers.” 

As the region struggles to produce 
an adequate supply of PPE, the retailer’s 
campaign is critically significant. In addi- 
tion to the $250,000 that Ocean State Job 
Lot initially put towards its endeavor, the 
business is entering customer donations 
into the equation. 

“Our customers have been incredibly 
generous,’ said Conforti. “We’re using 
100 percent of every donated dollar to pur- 
chase supplies, and we’re using our buy- 
ing power to get the most for everyone’s 


TOWN Reminder 


Ocean State donates critical PPE 
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Ocean State Job Lot is donating Personal Protective Equipment to first responders, medical personnel and frontline workers in each 
of the 140 communities that the business calls home. 


money.” 

Ocean State Job Lot employees have 
stepped up and are contributing through 
a variety of means. Team leaders at each 
location are communicating with their lo- 
cal police and fire chiefs to identify each 
department’s needs. 

From that list, the retailer’s distribution 
center is filling boxes with requested items 
and labeling each one for shipment direct- 
ly to the stations, noted Conforti. During 
the pandemic, Ocean State Job Lot has 
been forced to reduce hours, staff avail- 
ability and has been mandated to limit 
the number of customers allowed in each 
Store at once. 

“All of these factors present ongoing 
challenges for our business,” said Con- 
forti. “We feel fortunate to be able to re- 


main open to serve our communities by 
providing essential items, including food, 
paper products, household cleaners, hand 
soap and sanitizer, and other much-needed 
products.” 

Inside of each location, Ocean State 
Job Lot employees are wearing face cov- 
erings and sanitizing regularly. Signage is 
posted on store doors to alert customers 
of safety recommendations, and Plexiglas 
shields have been added at registers to 
protect employees. 

Register lines are also marked for so- 
cial distancing and customers are being 
asked to use “contactless payment or cred- 
it card at the pin pad,” said Conforti. 

In addition to distributing PPE, the 
Ocean State Job Lot Charitable Founda- 
tion supports numerous causes such as 


feeding the hungry, helping the homeless, 
assisting veterans and military families, 
caring for children and advocating for 
healthcare among others. 

“Contributions made to the foundation 
are handled with the same business exper- 
tise, intelligence and focus on value used 
to run the Ocean State Job Lot retail op- 
eration,” said Conforti. ““This ensures that 
every dollar entrusted to the foundation 
makes the greatest possible impact on the 
communities we serve. Ocean State Job 
Lot absorbs all of the expenses associated 
with operating the foundation so 100 per- 
cent of every dollar donated benefits the 
organizations we support.” 


Dalton Zbierski is a Staff Writer and 
can be reached at dzbierski@ turley.com. 


) UnitedHealthcare 


Health & Weliness 
Products Card 


Jane Doe 
9999 9999 9999 99999 


Ko e)U\Yar-le)e)ge)i(cto 
health items. 


$600 


S73) 





Get health-related items at no cost to you. 

e Antacids, aspirin, and over-the-counter (OTC) medicines. 
e Toothbrushes, toothpaste, denture cream and tablets. 

e Eye and ear care items. 

e Cleansing wipes, bandages and first-aid supplies. 


e Thermometers, blood pressure monitors and more. 


Are you 65 or older and have MassHealth and Original Medicare? 


With UnitedHealthcare® Senior Care Options (HMO D-SNP), you get a Health & Wellness Products Card. 
Use it to shop at Walmart and other select retailers. Or shop by catalog, phone or online. 


Available at 


Learn more about the extra benefits you could get. 
< whe 
Walmart 2, < 


All at no cost to you. Call 1-855-588-5661, TTY 711. 





{) UnitedHealthcare 


Community Plan 


UnitedHealthcare SCO is a Coordinated Care plan with a Medicare contract and a contract with the Commonwealth of Massachusetts Medicaid program. Enrollment in the plan depends on the plan’s 
contract renewal with Medicare. This plan is a voluntary program that is available to anyone 65 and older who qualifies for MassHealth Standard and Original Medicare. If you have MassHealth Standard, 
but you do not qualify for Original Medicare, you may still be eligible to enroll in our MassHealth Senior Care Option plan and receive all of your MassHealth benefits through our SCO program. 
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